
 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
January 26, 2020 

American Lutheran Church, Filley, Nebraska, 402-662-3125 
LuRae Hallstrom, Pastor; Cell: 402-269-7147, Home: 402-269-3147 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP (Based on   Psalm 27:1, 4-9) 
The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
One thing I asked of the Lord, that I will seek after: to live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and 
to inquire in his temple. 
For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will conceal me under the cover of his tent: he will set me high on a rock. 
Now my head is lifted up above my enemies all around me, and I will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing and make melody 
to the Lord. 
Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud, be gracious to me and answer me! 
"Come," my heart says, "seek his face!" Your face, Lord, do I seek. 
Do not hide your face from me. Do not turn your servant away in anger, you who have been my help.  
Do not cast me off, do not forsake me, O God of my salvation! 

 

GATHERING HYMN:   “Surely the Presence of the Lord” 
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.  I can feel His mighty power and His grace.  I can hear the brush of angel's wings, I see glory on 
each face.  Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.   (repeat)  
“Surely the Presence”, words and music by Lanny Wolfe. ©1977 Lanny Wolfe Music.  Used by permission.  CCLI License #2452533. 

 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P:  God, our Light and Salvation, 
C:  hear our cry as we come to you for unity.  Send your Spirit to gather us as you desire us.  Remind us that unity does not mean uniformity.  
Teach us that the “same mind” you call us to have is not ours, but the mind of your Son, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. 
 (silence for reflection) 
P:  God, the Stronghold of our Life, 
C:  forgive us for those moments when we have walked in darkness, stumbling in the wilderness of quarrels, division, and bickering. You 
have called us to follow you and to fish for people but too often we think that our way is the only way to do your will.  Forgive us, Lord, for the 
brokenness that we bring upon ourselves. 
P:  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.    
C:  Amen. 

 
 
 

SHARING THE PEACE 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
P:  Let us pray… 
C:  Everlasting God, the radiance of all faithful people, you brought the nations to the brightness of your rising.  Fill the world with your glory, 
and show yourself to all the world through him who is the true light and the bright morning star, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
 



 

INSTALLATION OF ELECTED LEADERS/CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
 
 

READING OF GOD’S WORD: 
   The First Lesson – Isaiah 9:1-5 

The Second Lesson – I Corinthians 1:10-18 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL – Matthew 4:12-23 
 
 

SERMON  Pastor LuRae 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  “Pass It On” #164(OSB) 
  (Offering & “noisy offering” is received and dedicated.) 
 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
P: Merciful Father,            C:  we offer with joy and thanksgiving… 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
          P:  Lord, in your mercy.                   C:  Hear our prayer. 

 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

THE BENEDICTION  
 
 

CLOSING HYMN  “I Saw the Light” 
1.  I wandered so aimless, life filled with sin.  I wouldn’t let my dear Saviour in.  Then Jesus came like a stranger in the night.  Praise the Lord, I 
saw the light. 
CHORUS:  I saw the light, I saw the light.  No more darkness, no more night.  Now I’m so happy, no sorrow in sight.  Praise the Lord,  I saw the 
Light.   
2.  Just like a blind man, I wandered along.  Worries and fears I claimed for my own.  Then like the blind man that God gave back his sight.  
Praise the Lord,  I saw the Light.     CHORUS 
3.  I was a fool to wander and stray.  Straight is the gate and narrow the way.  Now I have traded the wrong for the right.  Praise the Lord,  I 
saw the Light.      CHORUS 
“I Saw the Light,” words and music by Hank Williams, Sr.  ©1948, Renewed 1975 Sony/ATV Acuff Rose Music (Admin. By Sony/ATV Music Publishing).  Used by permission.  CCLI License #2452533. 

***** 
(Excerpts of this service are taken by permission from “Worship Resources, Making it Work in the Parish” by Rev. Jerry Nelson)   (Portions of this service reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, ©1978.  Used 
by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #13855-L) 

******** 

 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  It’s wonderful to gather as the body of Christ to worship and give thanks to God!  Thanks be to God for all of you here!  If you 
are a visitor, please sign the guest book and feel welcome to come again.  You are invited to come downstairs for coffee and fellowship following worship. 
 
 
WORSHIP HELPERS:  Greeters-Ron & Betty Leners, Reader-Betty Leners, PowerPoint-Brenda Hippen/Danelle Lenners .  Next Sunday:  Greeter-Velda 
Lenners, Reader-Yvette Hippen, PowerPoint-Tanner Schmidt/DeeAnn Schmidt, Fellowship-Ervin/Jolene Huls, Scott/Jill Nelson. 
 
PRAYER CONCERNS:  Donna Kaiser, Mrl Nelson, Bill Little, our shut-ins. 
 



 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Angie Janssen (Jan. 27), Amanda Fritch, Cody Howell (Jan. 28), Jaxon Janssen (Jan. 29), Payton Bledsaw (Jan. 30), Jerica Kagy (Jan. 
31), Christina Busing, Sandy Flesner (Feb. 1). 
 
HAPPY WEDDING ANNIVERSARY to Duane & Judy Fritzen (1-26-75). 
 
DONATIONS in the bowl on the table in the narthex during January go to the Community Food Pantry in Beatrice. 

 
LONG RANGE PLANNING COMMITTEE UPDATE:  For those of you who were not able to attend the annual meeting, we wanted to share the information 
we discussed at the meeting: 
Our big project for the year was the replacement of the stained glass windows on the east and west side of the building.  The project turned out great and 
has really improved the aesthetics and lighting within the church.  Thank you to all that contributed to this initiative! 
Other issues being addressed by the LRPC…1)  Security.  We want everyone to feel and be safe during services and visits to our church and will be 
considering actions necessary to do so.  We will also be adding windows to the front doors of the church for security and safety.  2) Stewardship.  It costs 
approximately $260 per day to operate our church!  All of this money is dependent upon donations via annual giving and the offering plate. We need to 
continue to educate the congregation as to the significance of regular donations.   3) Church Council.  We need members to consider running for church 
council.  If interested contact a council member or one of the LRPC members.  In order to make the position more appealing, we are considering shared 
responsibilities that would alleviate the necessity for council members being in attendance at church every Sunday.   4)  Synod Constitution review.  We 
are reviewing changes to the Synod Constitution as proposed by the Synod.   5)  Although not an emergency, we need to address the grade and slope of 
the parking area just outside of the walk out doors by the kitchen.  The sidewalk is failing and water/ice collects on the walk and parking area.  
There is a great deal of momentum within the Church.  We continue to grow and gain new members!   We have a lot to be thankful for.  
Steve Knoche-Long Range Planning Committee     
 
HELP NEEDED!  We have been given quite a bit of fabric that needs to be made into tops. We are asking ladies to take some fabric home and cut into 
blocks that can be sewn together and then return the blocks for someone else to sew or sew tops themselves.  Eileen VanLaningham, who has made many 
tops for us over the years, will not be able to make very many this year. We have been given the fabric, so please consider helping with this worthwhile 
project.  If you have any questions, please contact Carol Frerichs.  We are blessed to be a blessing to others! 

 
READERS AND GREETERS NEEDED!  Please sign the sheet on the table in the narthex if you can help by reading or greeting in March or April.  Thank 
you for volunteering to help in these ministries! 
 
PHOTOGRAPHER NEEDED!  We are hoping to complete our Member Bulletin Board by taking pictures of new members since our last Picture Directory 
and also adding pictures of all baptisms since that date.  If you could help in this manner, please let Pastor LuRae or a church council member know.   
 
WEEKLY ATTENDANCE/OFFERING:  Dec. 29-77, $2460.31,  
Jan. 5-76, $1333.21, Jan. 12- 80, $1852.26. 
 
BELOVED ATTENDANCE:  (Kids/Adults)  Sept. 11-Dec. 18 avg-49/17. 
Jan. 8-43/16, Jan. 15-40/14, Jan. 22- 
 
AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH WEBSITE:  You can find our church website at  www.filleylutheranchurch.com or by scanning this QR code:  
 

http://www.filleylutheranchurch.com/


 

BULLETIN ITEMS are due by Tuesday evenings.  Please email to Sandy at smahleris@gmail.com or leave in the bulletin tray.  Thank you! 
 
COMING UP: 
Every Wednesday:  BeLoved and Confirmation (4:00-5:15) 
Wednesday, Feb. 26:  Ash Wednesday Service, 7:00 p.m. 
 
PLEASE DONATE TO OUR LOCAL FOOD PANTRY:  We gather food donations for the Community Pantry and Emergency Services in Beatrice on an 
ongoing basis.  The Food Pantry serves all of Gage County.  If you would like to give to this ministry, please leave your donated items in the shopping cart 
in the Fellowship Hall at any time.  Special need items at this time are:  Coffee, Tea, Ketchup, Mustard, Mayonnaise, Jelly, Hamburger Helper, Tuna Helper, 
Rice A Roni, Flour, Sugar, Laundry Detergent, Dish Detergent, Shampoo.  NO glass jars, please.  THANK YOU for your continued support to this 
ministry!   
 
YAY!!  WE REACHED OUR FIRST GOAL!  American Lutheran reached $150,000 in receipts and will be receiving our first check for $1,000.00 from 
SunMart/Spartan Nash Co. thanks to their fundraising program called “Support Our Schools and Churches.”   Please continue to collect receipts and put 
them in the box in the Fellowship Hall.  We are starting on our next $150,000!  Thank you to everyone who is helping with this ministry. 
 
CHURCH LEADERS ELECTED at last week’s Annual Meeting were: 
Church Council – Linda Searcey, Nominating & Finance-Lorin Bartels, Sunday School Superintendent-DeeAnn Schmidt, Buildings and Grounds-Brad 
Frerichs, Synod Delegates-Norm & Sandy Flesner. 
Also being installed this morning are Women of the ELCA officers: 
Jane Young & Sandy Flesner-Co-Leaders, Betty Norton-Secretary, Brenda Hippen-Treasurer. 
They join these committee members elected previous years: 
Council – Carol Frerichs, Norm Flesner, Dave Norton, Tanner Schmidt 
Buildings & Grounds – Stanley Fritzen, Allen Harms, Randy Schmidt 
Nominating & Finance – Delores Huls, Sara Miley 
 
ZION LUTHERAN’S ANNUAL SOUP SUPPER will be held in the Zion Lutheran Church of rural Pickrell Parish Hall on the evening of February 9, 2020. 
The soup will be served at 5:00, and the entertainment will begin at 7:00. There will be a freewill offering.  This year's beneficiary is Jackson Grenemeier. 
Jackson is 5 years old and attends Freeman Public School.  Jackson was critically injured in a car/pedestrian accident last June. He is the son of Eric and 
Christina Grenemeier of Adams. His Grandparents are Paul and Shellie Remmers of Pickrell, and his Great Grandparents are Larry and Darlene Remmers 
of Pickrell. 
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