AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH
305 Livingston St, Filley, NE
Pastor LuRae Hallstrom

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
January 17, 2021
PLEASE MAINTAIN SOCIAL DISTANCING.
Parking lot – service can be heard on radio station 107.1 FM. Facebook @ American Lutheran Church - Filley, NE.
Financial contributions can be brought to Sunday morning worship or can be forwarded to American Lutheran
Church, P.O. Box 66, Filley, NE 68357. You may also do on-line giving at www.filleylutheranchurch.com.

RINGING OF THE BELL
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS
We gather together in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
CALL TO WORSHIP (inspired by Psalm 139: 1-6, 13-18)
Creating God, we gather in your name to worship you.
We give thanks that there is a small spark of God within us.
Kindle that small spark into a flame of love and service.
Sustaining God, we gather in your name to worship you.
We celebrate the loving presence of God in our life.
May God’s loving presence be a strong influence in our life.
Nurturing God, we gather in your name to worship you.
We rejoice that God teaches us about love and forgiveness.
As we grow in faith, trust and love for God, may our worship, witness and service
bring honor to God’s Holy Name. Amen.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (inspired by 1 Samuel 3, John 1: 43-51)
P: God of grace, in the days when your word was rarely heard and when visions were scarce, you broke
into Samuel's life and called his name...
C: and he said "Here I am, speak, for your servant is listening."
P: We confess that often so many voices clamor for our attention
that your word is again hard to hear.
C: Forgive us if you have called us to be prophetic witnesses or to use our gifts to serve you, and
we have not heard, or have been unwilling to respond.
P: Lord Jesus Christ, you met Philip and Nathanael on the road and said "Follow me" - and they did...
C: We confess that we do not expect to meet you on the familiar roads we travel and so we fail to
discern your presence or your call on our lives.
P: Holy Spirit, you empower us to recognize and to respond to the invitation of Jesus to follow him,
even when that means travelling on unknown and unfamiliar paths...
C: Merciful God, take from us all that hinders our hearing your voice and fill us anew with the
Holy Spirit that we may joyfully respond to Jesus' call on our lives. In Jesus' name we
pray. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS (based on 1 Corinthians 6: 20)
P: The good news is that even if we at first do not hear the divine word addressed to us, God calls again
and again. When our words and actions separate us from God, the Apostle Paul assures us that Jesus
was prepared to pay the price to restore us to God. Paul writes: "You were bought with a price;
therefore glorify God..." As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY:
P: Let us pray…
C: Loving God, you know us better than we know ourselves. Our prayers are in your heart even
before they are on our lips. We utter our prayers and proclaim our praise of you and all your
wondrous creation. Your love surrounds us and you have promised to be with us always. You
know our hearts’ desire to serve you. We pray that you will keep us true to that desire. And so
we utter our prayer, in Jesus’ name. Amen.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
(Children are excused to go downstairs for Sunday School.)
READING: 1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20] (NLT)
Meanwhile, the boy Samuel served the Lord by assisting Eli. Now in those days messages from
the Lord were very rare, and visions were quite uncommon. 2 One night Eli, who was almost blind by
now, had gone to bed. 3 The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was sleeping in the
Tabernacle near the Ark of God. 4 Suddenly the Lord called out, “Samuel!” “Yes?” Samuel replied. “What
is it?” 5 He got up and ran to Eli. “Here I am. Did you call me?” “I didn’t call you,” Eli replied. “Go back to
bed.” So he did.
6 Then the Lord called out again, “Samuel!” Again Samuel got up and went to Eli. “Here I am. Did you call
me?” “I didn’t call you, my son,” Eli said. “Go back to bed.” 7 Samuel did not yet know the Lord because
he had never had a message from the Lord before. 8 So the Lord called a third time, and once more
Samuel got up and went to Eli. “Here I am. Did you call me?”
Then Eli realized it was the Lord who was calling the boy. 9 So he said to Samuel, “Go and lie down again,
and if someone calls again, say, ‘Speak, Lord, your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went back to bed.
10 And the Lord came and called as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel replied, “Speak, your servant
is listening.” 11 Then the Lord said to Samuel, “I am about to do a shocking thing in Israel. 12 I am going
to carry out all my threats against Eli and his family, from beginning to end. 13 I have warned him that
judgment is coming upon his family forever, because his sons are blaspheming God and he hasn’t
disciplined them. 14 So I have vowed that the sins of Eli and his sons will never be forgiven by sacrifices
or offerings.”
15 Samuel stayed in bed until morning, then got up and opened the doors of the Tabernacle as usual. He
was afraid to tell Eli what the Lord had said to him. 16 But Eli called out to him, “Samuel, my son.”
“Here I am,” Samuel replied.
17 “What did the Lord say to you? Tell me everything. And may God strike you and even kill you if you
hide anything from me!” 18 So Samuel told Eli everything; he didn’t hold anything back. “It is the Lord’s
will,” Eli replied. “Let him do what he thinks best.”
19 As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him, and everything Samuel said proved to be reliable. 20 And
all Israel, from Dan in the north to Beersheba in the south, knew that Samuel was confirmed as a
prophet of the Lord.
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Gospel: John 1:43-51
43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44Now Philip
was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have
found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from
Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him,
“Come and see.” 47When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an
Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus
answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 49Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are
the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I
saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” 51And he said to him, “Very truly, I
tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of
Man.”
MESSAGE

Pastor LuRae Hallstrom

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Here I Am, Lord”
(Please hum or sing softly)
1. "I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry. All who dwell in dark and sin my hand
will save. I, who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright. Who will bear my
light to them? Whom shall I send?"
Refrain: Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night. I will go, Lord, if you
lead me. I will hold your people in my heart.
2. "I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people's pain. I have wept for love of them.
They turn away. I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone. I will speak
my word to them. Whom shall I send?" Refrain
Text & Music: Daniel L. Schutte, ©1981 OCP Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense #A-715997

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his
only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third
day he rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all
people in need.
For the body of Christ gathered throughout the world and for all servants of the gospel, that following
Jesus, the church lives out its calling every day, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
For the well-being of creation, for plants and animals, and for all that God has marvelously made, that
we serve as wise stewards of Earth, our home, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
For police officers and firefighters, for attorneys and paralegals, for peacekeepers and military
personnel, and for the leaders of governments, that they provide protection to all people, especially the
most vulnerable, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
For those lacking food or shelter, for those who are sick or grieving, and for those who are imprisoned
or homebound, that God console all who suffer, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
For our neighborhood, for visitors joining us for the first time or returning, and for those absent from
our assembly, that all who seek to know God are nourished by word and sacrament, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
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In thanksgiving for the saints who have gone before us that their lives give us a vision of the gospel in
action, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who dwells
among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
HOLY COMMUNION
Invitation to Communion
We come to this table not because we must but because we may, not because we are strong, but
because we are weak. We come, not because any goodness of our own gives us a right to come, but
because we need mercy and help. We come, because we love the Lord and would like to love him
more. We come, because he loved us and gave himself for us. We come and meet the risen Christ
together, for we are his Body.
The Words of Institution
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave
it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for
the remembrance of me.
Prayer of Consecration
Lord, our God, send your Holy Spirit so that this bread and cup may be for us the body and blood of
our Lord Jesus Christ. May we and all your saints be united with Christ and remain faithful in hope
and love, and may this, the bread of life, bring healing of body, mind, and spirit. Through Christ, our
Lord. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
We pray together the prayer Jesus taught us:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
THE DISTRIBUTION
As Pastor says: "The body of Christ, given for you", you are invited to eat the bread.
As Pastor says, "The blood of Christ, shed for you", you are invited to drink the grape juice.
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P: Let us pray.
All: Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very life and are strengthened for our
journey. Send us forth from this banquet nourished in body and in spirit to proclaim your good
news and serve others in your name. Amen.
BENEDICTION
P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. May his face shine upon you with grace and mercy. May He
look upon you with favor and grant you peace. In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
SENDING
P: Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
C: Thanks be to God!

*****
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Permission to reprint/podcast/stream portions of this service obtained from One License with license #A-724367, CCLI with license #2497574 and Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB163629. Excerpts of this service are taken by permission from “Worship Resources, Making it Work in the Parish” by
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Prayer of Confession/Assurance of Forgiveness — written by Moira Laidlaw, on Liturgies Online. Used by permission.

*****

WELCOME TO WORSHIP! It’s wonderful to gather as the body of Christ to worship and give thanks to
God! Thanks be to God for all of you here in person, in the parking lot and on-line!
REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Dustin Fritch, our shut-ins.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Owen Wehrbein (Jan. 18), Katelyn Sanders, Meagan Sanders (Jan. 19), Brad Baehr,
Grant Hallstrom, Xyander Scott (Jan. 20), Emily Bohling (Jan. 21), Jacob Condit, Ava Smith (Jan. 23).
ANNUAL MEETING will be held January 24 following worship. We need 40 voting members in
attendance to make a quorum.
DEAR MEMBERS: We had happy families in our area due to your generous gifts of food! The meals were
all picked up or delivered within two days! They were very much appreciated. Thank you for
coordinating this event and bringing the items to us. Blessings, Diane Courtney, Coordinator, Mother to
Mother Ministry
THANK YOU SO MUCH for the gift certificates and goodies for Staff Appreciation at Good Samaritan. We
will definitely enjoy the treats!! Robin and Virginia
NO CONFIRMATION this Wednesday, Jan. 20. We will resume on January 27.
SUNDAY SCHOOL: Sunday School begins each Sunday after the Children's Sermon and is held from
approximately 9:45-10:30 a.m. Classes will be divided between Preschool-1st grade and Second-Fifth
grade. We are looking for two teachers for each Sunday and would prefer to have parents of
students. Please sign the sheet in the narthex for the Sundays that you are willing to help.
HELP NEEDED: We have quilt blocks downstairs on the table in the Fellowship for people who are willing
to sew them together. Also, blankets for hemming. Thank you for your ministry!
AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH WEBSITE: You can find our church website at
www.filleylutheranchurch.com or by scanning this QR code:
BULLETIN ITEMS are due by Tuesday evenings. Please call Sandy or email her at
smahleris@gmail.com.
BULLETINS EACH WEEK CAN BE FOUND on Facebook and on our website, filleylutheranchurch.com.
Bulletins are also being sent out by email to everyone that we have an email address for. If you are not
receiving the bulletin by email and would like it, please email Sandy at smahleris@gmail.com with your
email address.
WORSHIP HELPERS:
Council - Norm Flesner, Tanner Schmidt, Carol Frerichs, Dave Norton, Linda Searcey
PowerPoint Preparer/Presenter – Brenda Hippen/Linda Searcey
Audio/Video – Brad Frerichs
Accompanist – Sandy Mahler
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