AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH
305 Livingston St, Filley, NE
Pastor LuRae Hallstrom

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
January 24, 2021
PLEASE MAINTAIN SOCIAL DISTANCING.
Parking lot – service can be heard on radio station 107.1 FM. Facebook @ American Lutheran Church - Filley, NE.
Financial contributions can be brought to Sunday morning worship or can be forwarded to American Lutheran
Church, P.O. Box 66, Filley, NE 68357. You may also do on-line giving at www.filleylutheranchurch.com.

RINGING OF THE BELL
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS
We gather together in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
CALL TO WORSHIP (inspired by Psalm 139: 1-6, 13-18)
Creating God, we gather in your name to worship you.
We give thanks that there is a small spark of God within us.
Kindle that small spark into a flame of love and service.
Sustaining God, we gather in your name to worship you.
We celebrate the loving presence of God in our life.
May God’s loving presence be a strong influence in our life.
Nurturing God, we gather in your name to worship you.
We rejoice that God teaches us about love and forgiveness.
As we grow in faith, trust and love for God, may our worship, witness and service
bring honor to God’s Holy Name. Amen.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy is poured out
upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Holy God,
you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess that our hearts
are burdened by sin—our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. We turn inward, failing
to follow your outward way of love. We distrust those who are not like us. We exploit the earth
and its resources and fail to consider generations to come. Forgive us, gracious God, for all we
have done and left undone. Even before the words are on our tongues, you know them; receive
them in your divine mercy. Amen.
As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY:
P: Let us pray…
C: Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen us by your
Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
(Children are excused to go downstairs for Sunday School.)
READING: Jonah 3:1-5, 10
1The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to Nineveh, that great city, and
proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word
of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. 4Jonah began to go
into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be
overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and
small, put on sackcloth.
10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the
calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31
29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those who have
wives be as though they had none, 30and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and
those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no
possessions, 31and those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the
present form of this world is passing away.
Gospel: Mark 1:14-20
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15and saying,
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”
16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the
sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for
people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw
James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20Immediately he
called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him.
MESSAGE

Pastor LuRae Hallstrom

HYMN OF THE DAY: “O Lord, You Called Disciples”
(Please hum or sing softly – tune: “Lead On, O King Eternal”)

1. O Lord, you called disciples, proclaiming, "Come and see!" And so an invitation began your ministry.
Then Andrew called his brother, and Peter came to you; More men and women followed, and little
children, too.
3. O Christ, your invitation has reached from year to year! Through some who heard you calling, a church
was founded here. As faithful people served you so many years ago, They soon invited others; your
church began to grow.
4. God, by your Holy Spirit, now send us in your name to serve the lost and outcast, the poor for whom
you came. Through gifts of hope and healing, through loving ministry, May we reach out, inviting the
world to "Come and see!"
Songs of Grace: New Hymns for God and Neighbor. Copyright ©2009 Discipleship Resources. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his
only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third
day he rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all
people in need.
For the church throughout the world, for pastors and teachers, for deacons and deaconesses, and for
musicians and servers, that all proclaim the good news of God’s reconciling love, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For skies and seas, for birds and fish, for favorable weather and clean water, and for the well-being of
creation, that God raise up advocates and scientists to guide our care for all the earth, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For those who provide leadership in our cities and around the world, for nonprofit and
nongovernmental organizations, for planning commissions and homeless advocates, that God inspire
all people in the just use of wealth, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For those who are sick, distressed, or grieving; for the outcast and all who await relief, that in the
midst of suffering, God’s peace and mercy surround them, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For our congregation and community, for families big and small, and for the organizations that meet
here during the week, that God’s steadfast love serve as a model for all relationships, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
In thanksgiving for our ancestors in the faith whose lives serve as an example of gospel living, that
they point us to salvation through Christ, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who dwells
among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
We pray together the prayer Jesus taught us:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. May his face shine upon you with grace and mercy. May He
look upon you with favor and grant you peace. In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
CLOSING HYMN: Bind Us Together” #748 WOV
(Please hum or sing softly)
Chorus: Bind us together, Lord, bind us together with cords that cannot be broken. Bind us together Lord,
bind us together. Bind us together in love.
1. There is only one God. There is only one King. There is only one body, that is why we can sing.
(Chorus)
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2. You are the fam’ly of God. You are the promise divine. You are God’s chosen desire, you are the
glorious new wine. (Chorus)
“Bind Us Together,” ©1977 Thank You Music. Used by permission. CCLI License #2452533.

SENDING
P: Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
C: Thanks be to God!

*****

Permission to reprint/podcast/stream portions of this service obtained from One License with license #A-724367, CCLI with license #2497574 and Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB163629. Excerpts of this service are taken by permission from “Worship Resources, Making it Work in the Parish” by
Rev. Jerry Nelson.

*****

WELCOME TO WORSHIP! It’s wonderful to gather as the body of Christ to worship and give thanks to
God! Thanks be to God for all of you here in person, in the parking lot and on-line!
REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Russell Wallman, Dustin Fritch, our shut-ins.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to KC Frohman, Arlys Jurgens, Jake Tinsley (Jan. 25), Angie Janssen (Jan. 27), Amanda
Fritch, Cody Howell (Jan. 28), Jaxon Janssen (Jan. 29), Payton Bledsaw (Jan. 30).
HAPPY WEDDING ANNIVERSARY to Duane & Judy Fritzen (1-26-75).
ANNUAL MEETING will be held this morning following worship. We need 40 voting members in
attendance to make a quorum.
INSTALLATION OF COUNCIL AND ELECTED LEADERS will be held at next Sunday’s worship.
SUNDAY SCHOOL: Sunday School begins each Sunday after the Children's Sermon and is held from
approximately 9:45-10:30 a.m. Classes will be divided between Preschool-1st grade and Second-Fifth
grade. We are looking for two teachers for each Sunday and would prefer to have parents of
students. Please sign the sheet in the narthex for the Sundays that you are willing to help.
HELP NEEDED: We have quilt blocks downstairs on the table in the Fellowship for people who are willing
to sew them together. Also, blankets for hemming. Thank you for your ministry!
THANK YOU to everyone for all the food and monetary donations you gave to the Community Food
Pantry this past year. If it wasn’t for all the churches donating every month, the food pantry would not
have food to give to all the needy families. We could not have done this without your help. Your
generosity is truly appreciated. God’s blessings to you all.
Karen Mains, Food Pantry Coordinator
SUNMART RECEIPTS: Thanks to everyone who has been saving their SunMart receipts!
SunMart/Spartan Nash Co. supports a fundraising program called “Support Our Schools and Churches.”
All you have to do is save your SunMart cash register receipt tapes and put them in the box in the
Fellowship Hall. When we have collected $150,000 in receipt tapes Spartan Nash Company awards us a
check for $1000. We have reached our first goal of $150,000 and received the first check for $1000, so
now we are starting over again! You can also ask your check-out person if they have any extra receipts.
They save the ones that people don’t want and give them out – first come, first serve. Thank you to
everyone who is helping with this ministry!
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PLEASE DONATE TO OUR LOCAL FOOD PANTRY: American Lutheran Church gathers food donations
for the Community Pantry and Emergency Services in Beatrice on an ongoing basis. The Food Pantry
serves all of Gage County. If you would like to give to this ministry, please leave your donated items in the
shopping cart in the Fellowship Hall at any time. Special items needed at this time are Chunky Soup,
Catsup, Mustard, Jelly, Sugar, Flour, Pop Tarts, Popcorn, Fruit snacks, Snack crackers. NO glass jars,
please. THANK YOU for your continued support to this ministry!
AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH WEBSITE: You can find our church website at
www.filleylutheranchurch.com or by scanning this QR code:
BULLETIN ITEMS are due by Tuesday evenings. Please call Sandy or email her at
smahleris@gmail.com.
BULLETINS EACH WEEK CAN BE FOUND on Facebook and on our website, filleylutheranchurch.com.
Bulletins are also being sent out by email to everyone that we have an email address for. If you are not
receiving the bulletin by email and would like it, please email Sandy at smahleris@gmail.com with your
email address.
WORSHIP HELPERS:
Council - Norm Flesner, Tanner Schmidt, Carol Frerichs, Dave Norton, Linda Searcey
PowerPoint Preparer/Presenter – Brenda Hippen/Linda Searcey
Audio/Video – Brad Frerichs
Accompanist – Carlyne Wolken
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