AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH
305 Livingston St, Filley, NE
Pastor LuRae Hallstrom

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
January 31, 2021
PLEASE MAINTAIN SOCIAL DISTANCING.
Parking lot – service can be heard on radio station 107.1 FM. Facebook @ American Lutheran Church - Filley, NE.
Financial contributions can be brought to Sunday morning worship or can be forwarded to American Lutheran
Church, P.O. Box 66, Filley, NE 68357. You may also do on-line giving at www.filleylutheranchurch.com.

RINGING OF THE BELL
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS
We gather together in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
CALL TO WORSHIP (inspired by Psalm 111)
Come, and praise God! In the company of the God’s people, let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Great are the works of God, full of glory and majesty.
Our God is gracious and compassionate;
our God is merciful and forgiving
our God is faithful and trustworthy,
our God is just and good.
So come, let’s worship God together.
God’s praise will last forever!
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy is poured out
upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Holy God,
you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess that our hearts
are burdened by sin—our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. We turn inward, failing
to follow your outward way of love. We distrust those who are not like us. We exploit the earth
and its resources and fail to consider generations to come. Forgive us, gracious God, for all we
have done and left undone. Even before the words are on our tongues, you know them; receive
them in your divine mercy. Amen.
As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:
P: Let us pray…
C: Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and
continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and speak truth
to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
(Children are excused to go downstairs for Sunday School.)
Reading: Deuteronomy 18:15-20
[Moses said:] 15The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people;
you shall heed such a prophet. 16This is what you requested of the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of
the assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice of the Lord my God any more, or ever again see this
great fire, I will die.” 17Then the Lord replied to me: “They are right in what they have said. 18I will raise
up for them a prophet like you from among their own people; I will put my words in the mouth of the
prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I command. 19Anyone who does not heed the words
that the prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will hold accountable. 20But any prophet who speaks
in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a word that I have not commanded
the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.”
*Gospel: Mark 1:21-28
21[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the synagogue
and taught.22They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not
as the scribes. 23Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, 24and he cried out,
“What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the
Holy One of God.” 25But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26And the unclean
spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. 27They were all amazed, and they
kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the
unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding
region of Galilee.
MESSAGE

Pastor LuRae Hallstrom

HYMN OF THE DAY: “It Is Well With My Soul”
(Please hum or sing softly)
1. When peace like a river attendeth my way, when sorrows like sea billows roll, whatever my
lot, thou hast taught me to say, it is well, it is well with my soul.
Refrain: It is well (it is well)with my soul, (with my soul,) it is well, it is well with my soul.
2. Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, let this blest assurance control, that
Christ has regarded my helpless estate, and has shed his own blood for my soul. Refrain
3. He lives--oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; my sin, not in part, but the whole, is nailed to
his cross and I bear it no more. Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! Refrain
Public Domain
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his
only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third
day he rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
INSTALLATION OF CHURCH COUNCIL AND ELECTED OFFICERS
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all
people in need.
A brief silence.
For all who share the gospel and proclaim freedom in Christ throughout the world: prophets, teachers,
pastors, deacons, and lay leaders; for the church and its ministries, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For all God’s works in creation: plants and animals, water and soil, forests and farms; and for those
tasked with protecting our natural resources and all that exists, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For government and leaders: cities and nations, rescue professionals and legal aid attorneys, elected
officials and grassroots organizers; for all responsible for the well-being of civil society, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit: those who are sick and hospitalized, those living with
HIV/AIDS, those struggling with mental illness, those who are hungry or homeless, and all in any need;
for caregivers, hospice workers, and home health aides, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the concerns of this congregation: those who travel, those absent from worship, those celebrating
birthdays or anniversaries; for the people of God in this place and for other needs in our community, let
us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the covenant God made with us in the waters of baptism, in thanksgiving for the baptized who have
died in the Lord, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who dwells
among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
We pray together the prayer Jesus taught us:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. May his face shine upon you with grace and mercy. May He
look upon you with favor and grant you peace. In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN: “What a Fellowship” #780 WOV
(Please hum or sing softly)

1. What a fellowship, what a joy divine, leaning on the everlasting arms. What a blessedness, what a
peace is mine, leaning on the everlasting arms.
Chorus: Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms. Leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting
arms.
“Leaning on the Everlasting Arms,” Words by Elisha Hoffman, Music by Anthony Showalter. ©Public Domain

SENDING
P: Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
C: Thanks be to God!

*****

Permission to reprint/podcast/stream portions of this service obtained from One License with license #A-724367, CCLI with license #2497574 and Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB163629. Excerpts of this service are taken by permission from “Worship Resources, Making it Work in the Parish” by
Rev. Jerry Nelson.

*****

WELCOME TO WORSHIP! It’s wonderful to gather as the body of Christ to worship and give thanks to
God! Thanks be to God for all of you here in person, in the parking lot and on-line!
REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Russell Wallman, Dustin Fritch, our shut-ins.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Jerica Kagy (Jan. 31), Christina Busing, Tatum Crocker, Sandy Flesner (Feb. 1),
Eliot Bohling, Lois Frohman (Feb. 5), Bonnie Bartels, Loryn Antons, Tana Antons (Feb. 6).
INSTALLATION OF COUNCIL AND ELECTED LEADERS will be held at this morning’s worship. We thank
everyone who has agreed to serve this year and also those who served during 2020.
SUNDAY SCHOOL: Sunday School begins each Sunday after the Children's Sermon and is held from
approximately 9:45-10:30 a.m. Classes will be divided between Preschool-1st grade and Second-Fifth
grade. We are looking for two teachers for each Sunday and would prefer to have parents of
students. Please sign the sheet in the narthex for the Sundays that you are willing to help.
HELP NEEDED: We have quilt blocks downstairs on the table in the Fellowship for people who are willing
to sew them together. Also, blankets for hemming. Thank you for your ministry!
SUNMART RECEIPTS: Thanks to everyone who has been saving their SunMart receipts!
SunMart/Spartan Nash Co. supports a fundraising program called “Support Our Schools and Churches.”
All you have to do is save your SunMart cash register receipt tapes and put them in the box in the
Fellowship Hall (or give to a council person). When we have collected $150,000 in receipt tapes Spartan
Nash Company awards us a check for $1000. We have reached our first goal of $150,000 and received
the first check for $1000, so now we are starting over again! You can also ask your check-out person if
they have any extra receipts. They save the ones that people don’t want and give them out – first come,
first serve. Thank you to everyone who is helping with this ministry!
PLEASE DONATE TO OUR LOCAL FOOD PANTRY: American Lutheran Church gathers food donations
for the Community Pantry and Emergency Services in Beatrice on an ongoing basis. The Food Pantry
serves all of Gage County. If you would like to give to this ministry, please leave your donated items in
the shopping cart in the Fellowship Hall at any time. Special items needed at this time are Chunky Soup,
Catsup, Mustard, Jelly, Sugar, Flour, Pop Tarts, Popcorn, Fruit snacks, Snack crackers. NO glass jars,
please. THANK YOU for your continued support to this ministry!
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AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH WEBSITE: You can find our church website at
www.filleylutheranchurch.com or by scanning this QR code:
BULLETIN ITEMS are due by Tuesday evenings. Please call Sandy or email her at
smahleris@gmail.com.
BULLETINS EACH WEEK CAN BE FOUND on Facebook and on our website, filleylutheranchurch.com.
Bulletins are also being sent out by email to everyone that we have an email address for. If you are not
receiving the bulletin by email and would like it, please email Sandy at smahleris@gmail.com with your
email address.
WORSHIP HELPERS:
Council - Carol Frerichs, Brenda Hippen, Virgil Jobman, Dave Norton, Linda Searcey
PowerPoint Preparer/Presenter – Brenda Hippen
Audio/Video – Brad Frerichs
Accompanist – Sandy Mahler
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