AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH
305 Livingston St, Filley, NE
Pastor LuRae Hallstrom

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
February 7, 2021
FACE MASKS ARE REQUIRED. PLEASE MAINTAIN SOCIAL DISTANCING.
Parking lot – service can be heard on radio station 107.1 FM. Facebook @ American Lutheran Church - Filley, NE.
Financial contributions can be brought to Sunday morning worship or can be forwarded to American Lutheran
Church, P.O. Box 66, Filley, NE 68357. You may also do on-line giving at www.filleylutheranchurch.com.

RINGING OF THE BELL
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS
We gather together in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
CALL TO WORSHIP: (based on Psalm 147, Isaiah 40)
Gather us in, the brokenhearted and the joyful.
Gather us in, the weak and the strong.
Gather us in, the fearful and the brave.
Gather us in, the young and the old.
Gather us in, to sing of God’s works.
Gather us in, to praise Jesus Christ.
Gather us in, to worship and wonder.
Gather us in, to know of God’s love.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
How can we look at this world and not sing of your praises, O God? The beauty and majesty of
the world is overpowering! Yet we tend to take all that you do for us for granted. We treat the
world with callous indifference, using its resources carelessly and with little regard to the
future. We insist on war as solutions for problems rather than peaceful striving. We turn our
backs on people in need, the weak and downtrodden go unnoticed in our midst. We always
believe that someone else will care for those in need. How foolish we are, O God! How ignorant
we have become! You have given to us all that we need. You have blessed us with the witness of
Jesus Christ who came so that we might learn how you would have us live, in honor and peace.
Forgive us. Heal our hearts and spirits. Make us fully aware of all our blessings and our
responsibilities. Give us again a spirit of joy in serving you. Help us be agents of peace and hope
to others. We offer this prayer in Jesus’ name.
Jesus has come to heal our spirits and our souls. The demons of arrogance, indifference and apathy are
being cast out. New life is offered to you in Jesus Christ. Rejoice! Be Glad! As a called and ordained
minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:
P: Let us pray…
C: Everlasting God, you give strength to the weak and power to the faint. Make us agents of your
healing and wholeness, that your good news may be made known to the ends of your creation,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
(Children are excused to go downstairs for Sunday School.)
READING: 1 Corinthians 9:16-23
16If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an obligation is laid on me, and woe
to me if I do not proclaim the gospel! 17For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward; but if not of my
own will, I am entrusted with a commission. 18What then is my reward? Just this: that in my
proclamation I may make the gospel free of charge, so as not to make full use of my rights in the gospel.
19For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I might win more
of them. 20To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one
under the law (though I myself am not under the law) so that I might win those under the law. 21To
those outside the law I became as one outside the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am
under Christ’s law) so that I might win those outside the law. 22To the weak I became weak, so that I
might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that I might by all means save some. 23I do it
all for the sake of the gospel, so that I may share in its blessings.
GOSPEL: Mark 1:29-39
29As soon as [Jesus and the disciples] left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and Andrew,
with James and John. 30Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told him about her
at once. 31He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, and she began to
serve them.
32That evening, at sunset, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with demons. 33And
the whole city was gathered around the door. 34And he cured many who were sick with various
diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew
him.
35In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place, and there he
prayed. 36And Simon and his companions hunted for him. 37When they found him, they said to him,
“Everyone is searching for you.” 38He answered, “Let us go on to the neighboring towns, so that I may
proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out to do.” 39And he went throughout Galilee,
proclaiming the message in their synagogues and casting out demons.
MESSAGE

Pastor LuRae Hallstrom

HYMN OF THE DAY: “On Eagle’s Wings” WOV #779
(Please hum or sing softly)
You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, who abide in His shadow for life. Say to the Lord, "My refuge, my
Rock in whom I trust.”
Refrain: And He will raise you up on eagle wings. Bear you on the breath of dawn. Make you to shine like
the sun. And hold you in the palm of His hand.
2. The snare of the fowler will never capture you. And famine will bring you no fear; Under His wings
your refuge. His faithfulness your shield. (Refrain)
3. You need not fear the terror of the night. Nor the arrow that flies by day; Though thousands fall about
you, near you it shall not come. (Refrain)
4. For to His angels He’s given a command to guard you in all of your ways; Upon their hands they will
bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a stone. (Refrain)
Text and music: Michael Joncas, All rights reserved. ©1979, OCP. All rights reserved. Reprinted under One License #A-724367.
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his
only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third
day he rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all
people in need.
For the church: for ministries of healing and wholeness, for hospital, hospice, and military chaplains, for
those serving in prison ministry, for all who proclaim freedom and release in the name of Christ, let us
pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For creation: for insects in the grass, clouds on the mountaintops, for cattle and the rainwater they
drink, for the humility to take our place among all creatures of the earth, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the nations: for all who lead in cities and towns, states and countries; for community organizers,
school officials, and CEOs; for international health organizations, that in times of trial, fear, or
hopelessness, they find freedom in honest and just service to those most in need, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For all wearied by life’s burdens: for those who are poor, for those lacking supportive relationships, for
those crushed by debt, for those struggling with chronic pain or other sickness, for those exhausted
from overwork or stress, and for all who cry out to you, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For this congregation: for outreach and social ministries centered here; for members and visitors; for
ministries of companionship and support, for the young people in this place who open us to new
understandings, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
In thanksgiving for the faithful departed, who were called by name and now rest from their labors, that
their lives serve as witnesses to the goodness of God, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who dwells
among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so,
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
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All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might: Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave
it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
DISTRIBUTION
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.
BENEDICTION
P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. May his face shine upon you with grace and mercy. May He
look upon you with favor and grant you peace. In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
CLOSING HYMN: “Here in This Place” WOV #718
(Please hum or sing softly)

1. Here in this place… new light is streaming, now is the darkness vanished away; see in this space our
fears and our dreamings brought here to you in the light of this day. Gather us in, the lost and forsaken,
gather us in, the blind and the lame; call to us now, and we shall awaken, we shall arise at the sound of
our name.
2. We are the young, our lives are a mystery, we are the old who yearn for your face; we have been sung
throughout all of hist’ry, called to be light to the whole human race. Gather us in, the rich and the
haughty, gather us in, the proud and the strong; give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, give us the courage
to enter the song.
3. Here we will take the wine and the water, here we will take the bread of new birth, here you shall call
your sons and your daughters, call us anew to be salt for the earth. Give us to drink the wine of
compassion, give us to eat the bread that is you; nourish us well, and teach us to fashion lives that are
holy and hearts that are true.
4. Not in the dark of buildings confining, not in some heaven, light years away—here in this place the
new light is shining, now is the kingdom, and now is the day. Gather us in and hold us forever, gather us
in and make us your own; gather us in, all peoples together, fire of love in our flesh and our bone.
Words & music by Marty Haugen, ©1982 GIA Publications. All rights reserved. Reprinted under One License #A-715997.

SENDING
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

*****
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP! It’s wonderful to gather as the body of Christ to worship and give thanks to
God! Thanks be to God for all of you here in person, in the parking lot and on-line!
REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Dustin Fritch, our shut-ins.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Tyler Boller (Feb. 9), Carleigh Weyers (Feb. 10), Vicki Busboom, Janna Fielder
(Feb. 11).
HAPPY WEDDING ANNIVERSARY to Lenhart & Helen Fritzen (2-8-48), Leon & Carlyne Wolken (2-8-59),
Steve & Angie Janssen (2-10-01).
CONGRATULATIONS to:
Lenhart & Helen Fritzen who will be celebrating their 73rd Wedding Anniversary on February 8 and to
Leon & Carlyne Wolken who will be celebrating their 62nd Wedding Anniversary on February 8.
COUNCIL OFFICERS elected at last Sunday’s council meeting were: Dave Norton-President, Virgil
Jobman-Vice President, Carol Frerichs-Secretary, Brenda Hippen-Treasurer, Linda Searcey-at large.
WOMEN OF THE ELCA CIRCLE MEETING will be this Wednesday, Feb. 10, at 7:00 p.m. Social distancing
and masks are required. Please come if you feel comfortable. The bible study is Bathsheba on page 99.
We will follow last year’s schedule.
ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP will be at American Lutheran at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, February 17.
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent, a 40-day journey (minus Sundays) toward Easter. Please
come and take part in the journey to Resurrection!
MIDWEEK LENTEN WORSHIP services will be held Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. beginning
February 24. Our emphasis this year will be “Bible People: Monologues for Lent”. Each Wednesday
night, there will be a portrayal of a biblical figure by members of our congregation. It looks like a great
series – hope you will be able to make these services part of your Lenten journey!
SUNDAY SCHOOL: Sunday School begins each Sunday after the Children's Sermon and is held from
approximately 9:45-10:30 a.m. Classes will be divided between Preschool-1st grade and Second-Fifth
grade. We are looking for two teachers for each Sunday and would prefer to have parents of
students. Please sign the sheet in the narthex for the Sundays that you are willing to help.
HELP NEEDED: We have quilt blocks downstairs on the table in the Fellowship for people who are willing
to sew them together. Also, blankets for hemming. Thank you for your ministry!
PLEASE DONATE TO OUR LOCAL FOOD PANTRY: American Lutheran Church gathers food donations
for the Community Pantry and Emergency Services in Beatrice on an ongoing basis. The Food Pantry
serves all of Gage County. If you would like to give to this ministry, please leave your donated items in
the shopping cart in the Fellowship Hall at any time. Special items needed at this time are Chunky Soup,
Catsup, Mustard, Jelly, Sugar, Flour, Pop Tarts, Popcorn, Fruit snacks, Snack crackers. NO glass jars,
please. THANK YOU for your continued support to this ministry!
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PREPARE FOR A SEASON OF HOPE: LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF PERSONAL CARE KITS IN LENT
“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” Psalm 46:1-3
Lutheran World Relief has issued a call for help in the form of Personal Care Kits. They are critically short
of these in this pandemic time.
This season of Lent, American Lutheran will walk with people around the world afflicted by the
pandemic, war, displacement and poverty by collecting and assembling Lutheran World Relief Personal
Care Kits. Each week, please bring in the featured kit item to Sunday morning or Wednesday evening
worship so that we can reach out as Christ’s healing hand in the world. You can use the following
schedule or bring them in any order you wish. There will be a container in the narthex for your
donations. These are the items we will be collecting:
First Week of Lent – February 21/24: One light-weight bath-size towel (between 20”x 40” & 52” x 27”),
dark color recommended.
Second Week of Lent – February 28/March 3: Two or three bath-size bars of gentle soap (3-5 ounces
each) 8-9 oz., any brand, in original wrapping; no mini or hotel-size bars.
Third Week of Lent – March 7/10: One adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging. Multi-packs may
be used. Do not provide toothpaste; it will be provided by LWR.
Fourth Week of Lent – March 14/17: One sturdy comb. Remove packaging.
Fifth Week of Lent – March 21/24: One metal nail clippers (attached file optional). Remove packing
Palm Sunday – March 28: Any items that we are short of (we’ll let you know through bulletins and
email!)
SUNMART RECEIPTS: Thanks to everyone who has been saving their SunMart receipts!
SunMart/Spartan Nash Co. supports a fundraising program called “Support Our Schools and Churches.”
All you have to do is save your SunMart cash register receipt tapes and put them in the box in the
Fellowship Hall (or give to a council person). When we have collected $150,000 in receipt tapes Spartan
Nash Company awards us a check for $1000. We have reached our first goal of $150,000 and received
the first check for $1000, so now we are starting over again! You can also ask your check-out person if
they have any extra receipts. They save the ones that people don’t want and give them out – first come,
first serve. Thank you to everyone who is helping with this ministry!
AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH WEBSITE: You can find our church website at
www.filleylutheranchurch.com or by scanning this QR code:
BULLETIN ITEMS are due by Tuesday evenings. Please call Sandy or email her at
smahleris@gmail.com.
BULLETINS EACH WEEK CAN BE FOUND on Facebook and on our website, filleylutheranchurch.com.
Bulletins are also being sent out by email to everyone that we have an email address for. If you are not
receiving the bulletin by email and would like it, please email Sandy at smahleris@gmail.com with your
email address.
WORSHIP HELPERS:
Council – Dave Norton-President, Virgil Jobman-Vice President, Carol Frerichs-Secretary, Brenda
Hippen-Treasurer, Linda Searcey-at large
PowerPoint Preparer/Presenter – Brenda Hippen
Audio/Video – Brad Frerichs
Accompanist – Sandy Mahler
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