AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH
305 Livingston St, Filley, NE
Pastor LuRae Hallstrom
Worship Leader: Jody Bures-Helton

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
February 21, 2021
MASKS ARE REQUIRED - PLEASE MAINTAIN SOCIAL DISTANCING.
Parking lot – service can be heard on radio station 107.1 FM. Facebook @ American Lutheran Church - Filley, NE.
Financial contributions can be brought to Sunday morning worship or can be forwarded to American Lutheran
Church, P.O. Box 66, Filley, NE 68357. You may also do on-line giving at www.filleylutheranchurch.com.

RINGING OF THE BELL
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS
We gather together in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 25)
We lift up our souls to you, Holy God.
We trust the Lord with our past, present, and future.
Teach us, Lord, that we may know your ways.
Guide our every move, Holy One,
that we may walk in your paths of love and mercy.
Let us worship the One who leads us in what is right.
Together, let us worship God!
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of steadfast love, our rock
and our redeemer.
Amen.
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who is full of
compassion.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Fountain of living water, pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.
Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your cleansing flood.
Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and restorers of the world you
so love. Amen.
Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of Jesus Christ, the
wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more. Journey in the
way of Jesus. Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:
P: Let us pray…
All: Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, and in the
wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism. May
your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have no power over us, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
(Children are excused to go downstairs for Sunday School.)
FIRST READING: Genesis 9:8-17
8God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and
your descendants after you, 10and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic
animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. 11I establish my
covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again
shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make
between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13I have set
my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14When I bring
clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15I will remember my covenant that is between
me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to
destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant
between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17God said to Noah, “This is the
sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”
SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:18-22
18Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to
God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he went and made a
proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in
the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved
through water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the
body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has
gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to
him.
GOSPEL: Mark 1:9-15
9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And just as
he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove
on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
12And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the wilderness forty
days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15and
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good
news.”
MESSAGE

Jody Bures-Helton
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HYMN OF THE DAY: “I Want Jesus to Walk With Me” WOV #660
(Please hum or sing softly)

1. I want Jesus to walk with me. I want Jesus to walk with me. All along my pilgrim journey, Lord, I want
Jesus to walk with me.
2. In my trials, Lord, walk with me; In my trials, Lord, walk with me; When my heart is almost breaking,
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.
3. When I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me. When I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me. When my head is
bowed in sorrow, Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.
Public Domain. African American spiritual.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his
only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third
day he rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need.
In Jesus your realm has come near to us in every place and time. Give your church throughout the world
a spirit of humility and repentance; teach us to trust always in the good news of your salvation. Hear us,
O God.
Your mercy is great.
You have made a covenant of mercy with every living creature. Protect all the earth’s creatures from
destruction. Empower the work of biologists, conservationists, and science educators. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
All your paths are steadfast love and faithfulness. Direct the words and actions of leaders in our
community and throughout the world, that they may maintain justice for the lowly. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Even in the wilderness you are with us. Walk alongside migrants and refugees crossing dangerous
lands. Tend to those whose lives feel desolate. Give healing and strength to all who suffer. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
In the covenant of baptism you claim us as beloved children. Nurture us in our baptismal identity and
teach us to live within it for the sake of others. Strengthen this congregation’s ministries of care and
concern. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
In baptism you join us to the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We praise you for all those who
have died trusting in your faithfulness. Bring us with them to the fullness of your reign. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
We pray together the prayer Jesus taught us:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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BENEDICTION
P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. May his face shine upon you with grace and mercy. May He
look upon you with favor and grant you peace. In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
CLOSING HYMN: “How Great Thou Art”
(Please hum or sing softly)
1. O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder consider all the worlds thy hand hath made. I see
the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, thy pow’r thoughout the universe displayed;
Chorus: Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee. How great thou art! How great thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee. How great thou art! How great thou art!
“How Great Thou Art”, ©1941, 1953, 1955 Stuart K. Hine, Renewed 1981 Manna Music, Inc. Stuart Wesley Keene Hine. For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights
Reserved. CCLI License #2452533.

SENDING
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

*****

Permission to reprint/podcast/stream portions of this service obtained from One License with license #A-724367, CCLI with license #2497574 and Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB163629. Excerpts of this service are taken by permission from “Worship Resources, Making it Work in the Parish” by
Rev. Jerry Nelson. Call to Worship: ~ written by Amy Loving, and posted on The Worship Closet: The Place for Creative Worship
Ideas. http://worshipcloset.com/baptism-of-the-lord-sunday-year-b-words-for-worship/

*****

WELCOME TO WORSHIP! It’s wonderful to gather as the body of Christ to worship and give thanks to
God! Thanks be to God for all of you here in person, in the parking lot and on-line!
REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Delores Baehr, Dustin Fritch, our shut-ins.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Boone Hippen (Feb. 21), Maria Hippen (Feb. 22), Alan Corey (Feb. 24), Ethan
Bohling, Rick Hofeling (Feb. 27).
CONGRATULATIONS to Dennis & Vicki Busboom who will be celebrating their 50th Wedding
Anniversary on February 21. God’s richest blessings be with you!
MIDWEEK LENTEN WORSHIP services will be held Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. beginning this
Wednesday, February 24. Our emphasis this year will be “Bible People: Monologues for Lent”. Each
Wednesday night, there will be a portrayal of a biblical figure by members of our congregation. It looks
like a great series – hope you will be able to make these services part of your Lenten journey!
I WANT TO THANK American Lutheran Church for the donation of fleece blankets. They have been
placed in patrol cars to be used by officers during emergencies.
- Sheriff Gustafson
SUNDAY SCHOOL: Sunday School begins each Sunday after the Children's Sermon and is held from
approximately 9:45-10:30 a.m. Classes will be divided between Preschool-1st grade and Second-Fifth
grade. We are looking for two teachers for each Sunday and would prefer to have parents of
students. Please sign the sheet in the narthex for the Sundays that you are willing to help.
HELP NEEDED: We have quilt blocks downstairs on the table in the Fellowship for people who are willing
to sew them together. Also, blankets for hemming. Thank you for your ministry!
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PREPARE FOR A SEASON OF HOPE: LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF PERSONAL CARE KITS IN LENT
“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” Psalm 46:1-3
Lutheran World Relief has issued a call for help in the form of Personal Care Kits. They are critically short
of these in this pandemic time.
This season of Lent, American Lutheran will walk with people around the world afflicted by the
pandemic, war, displacement and poverty by collecting and assembling Lutheran World Relief Personal
Care Kits. Each week, please bring in the featured kit item to Sunday morning or Wednesday evening
worship so that we can reach out as Christ’s healing hand in the world. You can use the following
schedule or bring them in any order you wish. There will be a container in the narthex for your
donations. These are the items we will be collecting:
First Week of Lent – February 21/24: One light-weight bath-size towel (between 20”x 40” & 52” x 27”),
dark color recommended.
Second Week of Lent – February 28/March 3: Two or three bath-size bars of gentle soap (3-5 ounces
each) 8-9 oz., any brand, in original wrapping; no mini or hotel-size bars.
Third Week of Lent – March 7/10: One adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging. Multi-packs may
be used. Do not provide toothpaste; it will be provided by LWR.
Fourth Week of Lent – March 14/17: One sturdy comb. Remove packaging.
Fifth Week of Lent – March 21/24: One metal nail clippers (attached file optional). Remove packing
Palm Sunday – March 28: Any items that we are short of (we’ll let you know through bulletins and
email!)
SUNMART RECEIPTS: Thanks to everyone who has been saving their SunMart receipts!
SunMart/Spartan Nash Co. supports a fundraising program called “Support Our Schools and Churches.”
All you have to do is save your SunMart cash register receipt tapes and put them in the box in the
Fellowship Hall (or give to a council person). When we have collected $150,000 in receipt tapes Spartan
Nash Company awards us a check for $1000. We have reached our first goal of $150,000 and received
the first check for $1000, so now we are starting over again! You can also ask your check-out person if
they have any extra receipts. They save the ones that people don’t want and give them out – first come,
first serve. Thank you to everyone who is helping with this ministry!
PLEASE DONATE TO OUR LOCAL FOOD PANTRY: American Lutheran Church gathers food donations
for the Community Pantry and Emergency Services in Beatrice on an ongoing basis. The Food Pantry
serves all of Gage County. If you would like to give to this ministry, please leave your donated items in
the shopping cart in the Fellowship Hall at any time. Special items needed at this time are Chunky Soup,
Catsup, Mustard, Jelly, Sugar, Flour, Pop Tarts, Popcorn, Fruit snacks, Snack crackers. NO glass jars,
please. THANK YOU for your continued support to this ministry!
AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH WEBSITE: You can find our church website at
www.filleylutheranchurch.com or by scanning this QR code:
BULLETIN ITEMS are due by Tuesday evenings. Please call Sandy or email her at
smahleris@gmail.com.
BULLETINS EACH WEEK CAN BE FOUND on Facebook and on our website, filleylutheranchurch.com.
Bulletins are also being sent out by email to everyone that we have an email address for. If you are not
receiving the bulletin by email and would like it, please email Sandy at smahleris@gmail.com with your
email address.

5

WORSHIP HELPERS:
Council – Dave Norton-President, Virgil Jobman-Vice President, Carol Frerichs-Secretary, Brenda
Hippen-Treasurer, Linda Searcey-at large
PowerPoint Preparer/Presenter – Brenda Hippen
Audio/Video – Brad Frerichs
Accompanist – Sandy Mahler
Prayer for Faithfulness at the Beginning of Lent
Loving Lord, at the beginning of this Lenten season, we are met with the challenge of handing over every bit
of our lives that do not come from You. To rid ourselves of what clutters our lives, and all that distracts us
from the simple truth of Your love for us.
Your prophets have called us to change the way we worship—to make internal sacrifices instead of external
ones. To seek justice, and love kindness, and walk humbly with You each and every one of our days.
If we don’t give anything up for Lent, then let us at least give up this: that we might live cease living in ways
that disconnect us from You, for every one of our steps is like a circle around Your temple. Perhaps this Lent,
we can give up our way and give ourselves to Your way for us.
So, lead and guide us on this Lenten way. May we walk with Jesus toward the hill just outside of Jerusalem.
May we like Him take up our cross and follow, spending each moment of our lives living responsively to You,
just as Christ Himself did. For that is the faithful way. Amen.
~ written by Patrick Ryan, Pastor at Kuhn Memorial Presbyterian Church in Barboursville, West Virginia.
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