AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH
305 Livingston St, Filley, NE
Pastor LuRae Hallstrom

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
March 7, 2021
MASKS ARE REQUIRED - PLEASE MAINTAIN SOCIAL DISTANCING.
Parking lot – service can be heard on radio station 107.1 FM. Facebook @ American Lutheran Church - Filley, NE.
Financial contributions can be brought to Sunday morning worship or can be forwarded to American Lutheran
Church, P.O. Box 66, Filley, NE 68357. You may also do on-line giving at www.filleylutheranchurch.com.

RINGING OF THE BELL
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS
We gather together in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
CALL TO WORSHIP
O God, you are the gathering one who calls us into community with each other to love and work, to
support and heal.
You are the gathering one who calls us into community with all people; to bring justice and hope,
freedom and truth.
You are the gathering one who calls us into community with the whole creation; to live in harmony, to
cherish and renew.
Let us worship the God who makes us one.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of steadfast love, our rock
and our redeemer.
Amen.
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who is full of
compassion.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Fountain of living water, pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.
Forgive our sins. Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your
cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and restorers
of the world you so love.
Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace by the saving love of Jesus Christ and the
wisdom and power of God As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:
P: Let us pray…
All: Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act courageously. Keep
us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us the wisdom that comes only through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
PRESENTATION OF BIBLES
(Children are excused to go downstairs for Sunday School.)
READING: Exodus 20:1-17
1God spoke all these words: 2I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of
the house of slavery; 3you shall have no other gods before me.
4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that
is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5You shall not bow down to them or
worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents,
to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, 6but showing steadfast love to the
thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments.
7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone
who misuses his name.
8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do all your work. 10But the
seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your
daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. 11For in six days
the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore
the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it.
12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God
is giving you.
13You shall not murder.
14You shall not commit adultery.
15You shall not steal.
16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female
slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.
GOSPEL: John 2:13-22
13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple he found people
selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. 15Making a whip of
cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins
of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16He told those who were selling the doves, “Take
these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 17His disciples remembered
that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 18The Jews then said to him, “What sign can
you show us for doing this?” 19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise
it up.” 20The Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you
raise it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking of the temple of his body. 22After he was raised from
the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word
that Jesus had spoken.
MESSAGE

Pastor LuRae
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HYMN OF THE DAY: “Canticle of the Turning”
ELW 723, vv. 1,3,4
(Please hum or sing softly)
1. My soul cries out with a joyful shout that the God of my heart is great, and my spirit sings of
the wondrous things that you bring to the ones who wait. You fixed your sight on your servant's
plight, and my weakness you did not spurn, so from east to west shall my name be blest. Could
the world be about to turn?
Refrain: My heart shall sing of the day you bring. Let the fires of your justice burn. Wipe away all
tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is about to turn.
3. From the halls of pow'r to the fortress tow'r, not a stone will be left on stone. Let the king
beware for your justice tears ev'ry tyrant from his throne. The hungry poor shall weep no more,
for the food they can never earn; there are tables spread, ev'ry mouth be fed, for the world is
about to turn. Refrain
4. Though the nations rage from age to age, we remember who holds us fast: God's mercy must
deliver us from the conqueror's crushing grasp. This saving word that our forebears heard is
the promise which holds us bound, till the spear and rod can be crushed by God, who is turning
the world around. Refrain
Text: Rory Cooney, based on the Magnificat, © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under One License #A-715997.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his
only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third
day he rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
There is no God before you. Purify the faith of your church, that your people place their trust in nothing
beside you. Your name is holy. Guide your church, that in every situation your people’s words and
actions honor your name. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
The heavens declare your glory. Renew your creation. Provide leaders in the struggle for clean air and
water; protect creatures and crops that rely on healthy ecosystems; give all people the willingness to
repent when our way of life pollutes the earth and skies. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Your foolishness is wiser than human wisdom. Fill leaders with the foolishness of your peace and
mercy. Your law defends the vulnerable. Work through legislators, judicial systems, and systems of law
enforcement to protect the wellbeing and freedom of all. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Your weakness is stronger than human strength. Protect those who are vulnerable and give courage to
all who are suffering, especially…. Defend victims of crime and bring redemption to those who have
harmed others. Give sabbath rest to all who labor. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You call us to proclaim Christ crucified. Give clarity to this congregation and our leaders, so that we
might follow Christ beyond our own habits and comfort. Clear out anything in our common life that
would obscure the gospel or that serves our own interests. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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The cross of Christ is your power for all who are being saved. Thank you for all the martyrs whose
witness reveals the power of the cross. Give us the same trust in life and in death. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so,
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might: Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave
it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
DISTRIBUTION
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.
BENEDICTION
P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. May his face shine upon you with grace and mercy. May He
look upon you with favor and grant you peace. In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN: “Go, My Children, With My Blessing”
(Please hum or sing softly)

1. “Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. Waking, sleeping, I am with you; you are my
own. In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever. Go, my children, with my
blessing, you are my own.
2. Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. Here you learned how much I love you,
what I can cure. Here you heard my dear Son’s story; here you touched him, saw his glory. Go,
my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.
3. Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me; Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and
free. Here my Spirit’s power filled you; here my tender comfort stilled you. Go, my children, fed
and nourished, joyful and free.”
Words: Jaroslav Vajda, ©1983 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Reprinted under One License #A-715997.

SENDING
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!
*****

Permission to reprint/podcast/stream portions of this service obtained from One License with license #A-724367, CCLI with license #2497574 and Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB163629. Call to Worship: ~ posted on the Monthly Prayers page of the Christian Aid website.
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/

*****

WELCOME TO WORSHIP! It’s wonderful to gather as the body of Christ to worship and give thanks to
God! Thanks be to God for all of you here in person, in the parking lot and on-line!
REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Elva Parde, Anita Nickeson, Tanner Schmidt, Delores Baehr, our shutins.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Hunter Keedy, Chaz Wilgers (Mar 8), Dennis Lenners, Jaclyn Walkowiak, Duane
Wilkinson (Mar 9), Everett Bohling, Norm Flesner, Jackie Hill, Nick Meints (Mar 12), Stephanie Crocker,
Kierstin Rehrs (Mar 13).
HAPPY WEDDING ANNIVERSARY to Kelly & Kacey Jacob (3-11-17).
PRESENTATION OF BIBLES: Receiving their Bibles today are Alan Corey and Dalton Heideman. Please
keep Dalton and Alan in your prayers that as they use their Bibles, they will learn and grow in their love
for God’s Word.
CONGRATULATIONS to Tyler Wehrbein & Kayleigh Norwood on the birth of their son, Laken Duane
Wehrbein, on Wednesday, March 3.
MIDWEEK LENTEN WORSHIP: Wednesday, March 10. Midweek Lenten services are held each
Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. Our emphasis this year is “Bible People: Monologues for Lent”. Each
Wednesday evening, there will be a portrayal of a biblical figure by a member of our congregation. This
Wednesday, March 10, will be Lazarus, portrayed by Virgil Jobman. It is a great series – hope you will be
able to make these worship services part of your Lenten journey!
HAVE YOU GOT YOUR THRIVENT CALENDAR? Look over the projects and see if there is something you
would like to support. Or if you have an idea for church, school or community, let Carol or Betty know
and we will try and get you going. Information will come out the month before to explain each project
and what will be needed. Let’s see how many cards we can use this year helping others!!
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WOMEN OF THE ELCA: We are trying something different for our March WELCA meeting. We will be
meeting at 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday, March 10. Brunch will be served. Please wear your masks – social
distancing will be observed.
SUNDAY SCHOOL: Sunday School begins each Sunday after the Children's Sermon and is held from
approximately 9:45-10:30 a.m. Classes will be divided between Preschool-1st grade and Second-Fifth
grade. We are looking for two teachers for each Sunday and would prefer to have parents of
students. Please sign the sheet in the narthex for the Sundays that you are willing to help.
HELP NEEDED: We have quilt blocks downstairs on the table in the Fellowship for people who are willing
to sew them together. Also, blankets for hemming. Thank you for your ministry!
PREPARE FOR A SEASON OF HOPE: LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF PERSONAL CARE KITS IN LENT
“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” Psalm 46:1-3
Lutheran World Relief has issued a call for help in the form of Personal Care Kits. They are critically short
of these in this pandemic time.
This season of Lent, American Lutheran will walk with people around the world afflicted by the
pandemic, war, displacement and poverty by collecting and assembling Lutheran World Relief Personal
Care Kits. Each week, please bring in the featured kit item to Sunday morning or Wednesday evening
worship so that we can reach out as Christ’s healing hand in the world. You can use the following
schedule or bring them in any order you wish. There will be a container in the narthex for your
donations. These are the items we will be collecting:
First Week of Lent – February 21/24: One light-weight bath-size towel (between 20”x 40” & 52” x 27”),
dark color recommended.
Second Week of Lent – February 28/March 3: Two or three bath-size bars of gentle soap (3-5 ounces
each) 8-9 oz., any brand, in original wrapping; no mini or hotel-size bars.
Third Week of Lent – March 7/10: One adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging. Multi-packs may
be used. Do not provide toothpaste; it will be provided by LWR.
Fourth Week of Lent – March 14/17: One sturdy comb. Remove packaging.
Fifth Week of Lent – March 21/24: One metal nail clippers (attached file optional). Remove packing
Palm Sunday – March 28: Any items that we are short of (we’ll let you know through bulletins and
email!)
MINISTRY DOLLARS THROUGH THRIVENT CHOICE DESIGNATION: The deadline for directing
Thrivent Choice Dollars for 2020 is 3/31/2021. If you are an eligible Thrivent member please consider
directing some or all of your Thrivent Choice Dollars to American Lutheran Church. You can do it online
or by calling 1-800-847-4836 and saying “Thrivent Choice” at the prompt. If you have any questions you
may contact Thrivent or a council member.
SUNMART RECEIPTS: Thanks to everyone who has been saving their SunMart receipts!
SunMart/Spartan Nash Co. supports a fundraising program called “Support Our Schools and Churches.”
All you have to do is save your SunMart cash register receipt tapes and put them in the box in the
Fellowship Hall (or give to a council person). When we have collected $150,000 in receipt tapes Spartan
Nash Company awards us a check for $1000. We have reached our first goal of $150,000 and received
the first check for $1000, so now we are starting over again! You can also ask your check-out person if
they have any extra receipts. They save the ones that people don’t want and give them out – first come,
first serve. Thank you to everyone who is helping with this ministry!
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PLEASE DONATE TO OUR LOCAL FOOD PANTRY: American Lutheran Church gathers food donations
for the Community Pantry and Emergency Services in Beatrice on an ongoing basis. The Food Pantry
serves all of Gage County. If you would like to give to this ministry, please leave your donated items in
the shopping cart in the Fellowship Hall at any time. Special items needed at this time are Chunky Soup,
Catsup, Mustard, Jelly, Sugar, Flour, Pop Tarts, Popcorn, Fruit snacks, Snack crackers. NO glass jars,
please. THANK YOU for your continued support to this ministry!
AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH WEBSITE: You can find our church website at
www.filleylutheranchurch.com or by scanning this QR code:
BULLETIN ITEMS are due by Tuesday evenings. Please call Sandy or email her at
smahleris@gmail.com.
BULLETINS EACH WEEK CAN BE FOUND on Facebook and on our website, filleylutheranchurch.com.
Bulletins are also being sent out by email to everyone that we have an email address for. If you are not
receiving the bulletin by email and would like it, please email Sandy at smahleris@gmail.com with your
email address.
WORSHIP HELPERS:
Council – Dave Norton-President, Virgil Jobman-Vice President, Carol Frerichs-Secretary, Brenda
Hippen-Treasurer, Linda Searcey-at large
PowerPoint Preparer/Presenter – Brenda Hippen
Audio/Video – Brad Frerichs
Accompanist – Sandy Mahler
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