PENTECOST SUNDAY
May 23, 2021
American Lutheran Church, Filley, Nebraska, 402-662-3125
LuRae Hallstrom, Pastor; Cell: 402-269-7147, Home: 402-269-3147
PRELUDE: “Spirit Song”, “Wind, Wind”
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP
P: Come, sing a new song of worship.
C: Come, sing a new song of praise.
P: Today is a day of a promise fulfilled.
C: With joy we celebrate Pentecost.
P: Pentecost – a day when power and comfort flowed.
C: Pentecost – a day of hope and inspiration.
P: A day when the Holy Spirit was revealed in flaming glory
C: and the glory was given to the people.
P: The fire of the Holy Spirit lives on in us. Sing praises!
C: We sing praises, indeed!
GATHERING HYMN: “Pentecost Hymn” (sung to the tune of “Immortal, Invisible”)
1. You’ve poured out Your Spirit, Great Father of Life. Your presence, Your power, the Spirit of
Christ. The fruit of His triumph, the breath of His love. The proof He has risen and reigns now
above.
2. Your promise is given in wind and in flame. With lives now ignited to burn in Your name. Now
loving, now holy, now bold in the truth, Your body, Your people are one, Lord, in You.
3. We praise You, our Father, the Fountain of Life, for comfort and challenge, for purpose and
light. In love we will share all the gifts You provide, that all may be blessed and our Lord glorified.
Words by Ken Bible, Music: Welsh Hymn Tune; harm. by John Roberts, © 2004 by LNWhymns.com. CCLI Song #4243432.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins,
God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
(silence for reflection and self-examination)
P: Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight
in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake forgives us all our sins. As a
called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY:
P: Let us pray…
C: Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and your Spirit brings truth to the world. Send us
this Spirit, transform us by your truth, and give us language to proclaim your gospel, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
FIRST READING: Acts 2:1-21
(Reader 1: Danelle Lenners, Reader 2: Pastor LuRae)
Reader 1: When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.
Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. Now there were
devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was
bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they
asked,
Reader 2: “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own
native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and
Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both
Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs— in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s
deeds of power.”
Reader 1: All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” But others sneered
and said, “They are filled with new wine.” But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed
them:
Reader 2: "People of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say.
Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was
spoken through the prophet Joel:
Reader 1: "In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons
and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young shall see visions, and your old shall dream dreams. Even
upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I
will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The sun
shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of that great and glorious day. Then
everyone who calls on God’s name shall be saved.
SECOND READING: Romans 8:22-27
22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23and not only the
creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for
adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope.
For who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.
26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that
very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who searches the heart, knows what is
the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
GOSPEL: John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
[Jesus said,] 26“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth
who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. 27You also are to testify because you have been
with me from the beginning.
16:4b“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. 5But now I am going
to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6But because I have said these
things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. 7Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that

I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to
you. 8And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and
judgment: 9about sin, because they do not believe in me; 10about righteousness, because I am going to the
Father and you will see me no longer; 11about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been
condemned.
12“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13When the Spirit of truth
comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he
hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 14He will glorify me, because he will take
what is mine and declare it to you. 15All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take
what is mine and declare it to you.”
MESSAGE

Pastor LuRae Hallstrom

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Spirit of Gentleness”
Chorus: Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness calling and free; Spirit, Spirit of
restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea.
1. You moved on the waters, You called to the deep, then You coaxed up the mountains from the
valleys of sleep; And over the eons You called to each thing: “Awake from your slumbers and rise
on your wings.” (Chorus)
3. You sang in a stable, You cried from a hill, then You whispered in silence when the whole world
was still; and down in the city You called once again, when You blew through Your people on the
rush of the wind. (Chorus)
4. You call from tomorrow, You break ancient schemes. From the bondage of sorrow all the
captives dream dreams; our women see visions, our men clear their eyes. With bold new
decisions Your people arise. (Chorus)
CCLI Song No. 101393. ©1978, 1980 James K. Manley. James K. Manley. For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights Reserved. www.ccli.com. CCLI License No.
2452533.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his
only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third
day he rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises
to hear us and answer in steadfast love.
Gracious God, you give the Holy Spirit to your church, filling it with many and varied gifts. In the church
throughout the world, strengthen us in our visioning and dreaming, that it may discover anew the
Spirit’s creative work. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of life, your mighty works are too numerous to count. The earth is full of your creatures, living
things both great and small. Open your hand and give them the necessities of this life. Send your fresh
Spirit over the face of the earth. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of the nations, at the sound of the rushing wind, people speaking different languages proclaimed
and heard together your deeds of power. Fill the leaders of nations with your Holy Spirit, so that they
exercise your gracious will in the lives of people. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of faithfulness, you tend to the needs of your people, even the sighs of our hearts. Hear those who
cry out to you in distress. Restore to wholeness all who are in any need this day. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of love, fill this congregation, American Lutheran Church, with gratitude for the gifts we have
received from you. Renew our ministries, heal our divisions, and open us to the needs of our neighbors.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of hope, those who have died in you raise their eternal song of praise. We give you thanks for the
many gifts of your people and rejoice in the witness of your saints. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness
and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. May his face shine upon you with grace and mercy. May He look
upon you with favor and grant you peace. In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
CLOSING HYMN: “A Choral Benediction”
May the light of God shine on us today. May the light of God shine on us today. May it show us
where to travel, lead us back if we should stray; May the light of God shine on us today.
May the love of God live in us today. May the love of God live in us today. May the warmth we feel
within us, show in all we do and say. May the love of God live in us today.
May the peace of God be with us today. May the peace of God be with us today. May it guide us
and protect us as we go our sep’rate ways,
May the peace of God be with us. (Men sing- May the love of God live in us.) May the light of God
shine on us today. And every day !!!
“A Choral Benediction,”words and music by Don Besig, Nancy Price. © 1981 GlorySound (Admin. by Hal Leonard Corporation). Used by permission. CCLI License #2452533.

SENDING
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: “Heavenly Father, I Appreciate You”
*********

Permission to reprint/podcast/stream portions of this service obtained from One License with license #A-724367, CCLI with license #2497574 and Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB163629. Excerpts of this service are taken by permission from “Worship Resources, Making it Work in the Parish” by Rev.
Jerry Nelson. Call to Worship -—posted by AnnMarie Kneebone on her website. http://annmariekneebone.blogspot.com/

*****
WELCOME TO WORSHIP! It’s wonderful to gather as the body of Christ to worship and give thanks to
God! Thanks be to God for all of you here in person, in the parking lot and on-line!
REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Tanner Schmidt, our shut-ins.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Leon Wolken, Sarah Harder (May 25), Phillip McKernan (May 27), Russell Harms,
Alivia Wehrbein (May 28), Amy Heidemann, Ashley Weyers (May 29).
SPECIAL BIRTHDAY GREETINGS to Leon Wolken who will celebrate his 85th birthday on May 25, 2021.
God’s richest blessings be with you!
HAPPY WEDDING ANNIVERSARY to Duane & Kathy Ideus (5-26-78) and Wayne & Karla Hill (5-28-77).
TO CELEBRATE PASTOR LURAE'S MINISTRY with American Lutheran, the church will host a dinner
beginning 11:00 a.m. on Sunday, June 20. Please join us to thank Pastor for her time of serving our
congregation.
SIGN-UP SHEET FOR FELLOWSHIP HOUR: Please sign the sheet on the table in the narthex if you would
be willing to host Fellowship Hour. As of now, we are serving individually bagged cookies/treats. Thank
you for your help!
THRIVENT ACTION CARD PROJECT - SAVE CAN TABS. From now until the end of June we are collecting
can tabs for the Ronald McDonald house in Omaha. Saving only tabs is cleaner and smaller which makes it
easier to collect in larger quantities then the whole can. This project will help families with costs to stay
when their child is in a hospital in Omaha. Containers for tabs are in the narthex and downstairs in the
fellowship hall.
HELP NEEDED: We have quilt blocks downstairs on the table in the Fellowship for people who are willing
to sew them together. Also, blankets for hemming. Thank you for your ministry!
SUNMART RECEIPTS: Thanks to everyone who has been saving their SunMart receipts!
SunMart/Spartan Nash Co. supports a fundraising program called “Support Our Schools and Churches.” All
you have to do is save your SunMart cash register receipt tapes and put them in the box in the Fellowship
Hall (or give to a council person). When we have collected $150,000 in receipt tapes Spartan Nash
Company awards us a check for $1000. We have reached our first goal of $150,000 and received the first
check for $1000, so now we are starting over again! You can also ask your check-out person if they have
any extra receipts. They save the ones that people don’t want and give them out – first come, first serve.
Thank you to everyone who is helping with this ministry!
PLEASE DONATE TO OUR LOCAL FOOD PANTRY: American Lutheran Church gathers food donations for
the Community Pantry and Emergency Services in Beatrice on an ongoing basis. The Food Pantry serves
all of Gage County. If you would like to give to this ministry, please leave your donated items in the
shopping cart in the Fellowship Hall at any time. NO glass jars, please. THANK YOU for your continued
support to this ministry!
AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH WEBSITE: You can find our church website at
www.filleylutheranchurch.com or by scanning this QR code:
BULLETIN ITEMS are due by Tuesday evenings. Please call Sandy or email her at smahleris@gmail.com.
BULLETINS EACH WEEK CAN BE FOUND on Facebook and on our website, filleylutheranchurch.com.
Bulletins are also being sent out by email to everyone that we have an email address for. If you are not
receiving the bulletin by email and would like it, please email Sandy at smahleris@gmail.com with your
email address.
WORSHIP HELPERS:

Council – Dave Norton-President, Virgil Jobman-Vice President, Carol Frerichs-Secretary, Brenda HippenTreasurer, Linda Searcey-at large
Reader – Danelle Lenners
PowerPoint Preparer/Presenter – Brenda Hippen
Audio/Video – Dave Norton
Accompanist: Sandy Mahler, Pat Jobman, Tom Karlin, Alycia Fritzen, Virgil Jobman, Lodene Kaufman,
Dave Norton, Linda Searcey, DeeAnn Schmidt, Dave Wolken, Tom Young

