TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
October 17, 2021
American Lutheran Church, Filley, Nebraska
Rev. Jonathan Jensen, Transitional Minister, 402-768-3665
(Your offerings can be left in the offering plate found at the back of the church either before or after worship.
Noisy offering will be taken at Children’s Message time.)
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP (Based on Psalm 91)
P: You who live in the shelter of the Most High…
C: Who abide in the shadow of the Almighty…
P: You will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress…
C: My God, in whom I trust.”
P: For God will deliver you from the snare of the fowler…
C: And from deadly diseases.
P: God will cover you with his arms…
C: And under his wings you will find refuge…
P: You will not fear the terror of the night…
C: Or the arrow that flies by day.
P: Because you have made the Lord your refuge…
C: No evil shall destroy you.
P: God will command the angels to bear you up,
C: So that you will not dash your foot against a stone.
P: I will protect those who know my name.
C: When they call to me, I will answer them.
GATHERING HYMN: “Bind Us Together” WOV 748
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, and whose love
is endless.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: God our comforter:
C: like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. We turn our
faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. Free
us from our sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to
love our neighbors as ourselves. Amen.
P: All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you
righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.
C: Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray…
C: Sovereign God, you turn your greatness into goodness for all the peoples on earth. Shape us
into willing servants of your kingdom, and make us desire always and only your will, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 53:4-12
4Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet we accounted him stricken, struck
down by God, and afflicted. 5But he was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises we are healed. 6All we like sheep
have gone astray; we have all turned to our own way, and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.
7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the
slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.8By a
perversion of justice he was taken away. Who could have imagined his future? For he was cut off from
the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people. 9They made his grave with the wicked
and his tomb with the rich, although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth. 10Yet
it was the will of the Lord to crush him with pain. When you make his life an offering for sin, he shall see
his offspring, and shall prolong his days; through him the will of the Lord shall prosper. 11Out of his
anguish he shall see light; he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. The righteous one, my
servant, shall make many righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities. 12Therefore I will allot him a
portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he poured out himself to
death, and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for
the transgressors.
SECOND READING: Hebrews 5:1-10
1Every high priest chosen from among mortals is put in charge of things pertaining to God on their
behalf, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2He is able to deal gently with the ignorant and wayward,
since he himself is subject to weakness; 3and because of this he must offer sacrifice for his own sins as
well as for those of the people. 4And one does not presume to take this honor, but takes it only when
called by God, just as Aaron was.
5So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who
said to him,
“You are my Son, today I have begotten you”;
6as he says also in another place, “You are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek.”
7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the
one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent
submission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; 9and having been
made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, 10having been designated
by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek.
BAPTISM ANNIVERSARY
(The family of Tatum Crocker is invited to come forward. Children in the congregation are also invited to
come forward. Noisy offering is taken at this time.)
P: Tatum, a year ago you were washed in the waters of baptism. You were buried with Christ and raised
with Christ. You were declared to be a child of God and you entered the family of Christ. We give thanks
for your baptism and for all the promises of God. You never need to doubt that you are a beautiful and
precious child of God.
Let us pray: Lord Jesus Christ, You loved children so much that you said: ‘Whoever welcomes a child
welcomes me’. Hear our prayers and, with your unfailing care, watch over this child. We ask that you
bless Tatum and all of us as we remember and celebrate his baptism. Continue to work your grace in
Tatum’s life and help him to be your faithful disciple all the days of his life. When he has grown to
maturity, may he be fervent in faith, strong in hope and generous in love. May the God of gentleness and
love bless Tatum as we remember and celebrate his baptism and watch over him always. Amen.
(Children are excused to go downstairs for Sunday School.)

GOSPEL: Mark 10:35-45
35James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do
for us whatever we ask of you.” 36And he said to them, “What is it you want me to do for you?” 37And they
said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” 38But Jesus said to
them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized
with the baptism that I am baptized with?” 39They replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The
cup that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be
baptized; 40but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has
been prepared.”
41When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. 42So Jesus called them and said to
them, “You know that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over them,
and their great ones are tyrants over them. 43But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to become
great among you must be your servant, 44and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of
all. 45For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.”
MESSAGE

Pastor Jonathan Jensen

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service” LBW 423
OFFERING PRAYER
God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from the heavens.
Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the offering of our lives to nourish the world you
love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his
only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third
day he rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Set free from sin and death and nourished by the word of truth, we join in prayer for all of God’s
creation.
Holy One, for the gift of the church handed down through the ages and for all who carry on the servant
ministry of Jesus, we praise you. Send your Holy Spirit upon all who are discerning calls to ministry in
its many forms and equip them with your gifts. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Creating One, for the lush and abundant habitat you provide for all your creatures, we praise you.
Provide healing for the earth so that waterfowl, reptiles, wild horses, dolphins, and all living things
flourish as you intend. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Suffering One, for all who work toward peace and who lead nations with a servant’s heart, we praise
you. Bring justice for all who suffer violence, persecution, discrimination, hunger, poverty, and
homelessness, and create places of refuge for all people. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Merciful One, for all who do the work of healing in mind, body, and spirit, we praise you. Surround and
comfort all who struggle with depression, anxiety, cancer, diabetes, dementia, or any illness, especially
Dustin, that all may be healed. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
Sustaining One, for all who volunteer for the vitality of this congregation, we praise you. Strengthen and
encourage greeters, ushers, office volunteers, bakers, counters, committee and group leaders, teachers,
students, evangelists, singers, builders, nurturers, and all who serve with generous hearts. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
Risen One, we thank you for those who have shaped your church and shared your gospel. Through the
witness of your saints, continue to inspire us with hope until we all are gathered at your eternal feast.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly place our prayers into your hands; through Jesus Christ,
our truth and life.
Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to
you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by
his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
All: (spoken) Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might: Heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it
to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
DISTRIBUTION
COMMUNION HYMNS: LBW 212, LBW 203, OSB 106
POST COMMUNION BLESSING:
P: The Body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P: Let us pray.
All: Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of
salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the abundance of
your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION
P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. May his face shine upon you with grace and mercy. May He look
upon you with favor and grant you peace. In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
CLOSING HYMN: “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve” WOV 723
SENDING
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.
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*****
WELCOME TO WORSHIP! It’s wonderful to gather as the body of Christ to worship and give thanks to
God! Thanks be to God for all of you here in person, in the parking lot and on-line!
REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Dustin Fritch, our shut-ins.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Brady Bledsaw (Oct 17), Makai Mayfield (Oct 20), Brandie Condit (Oct 21), Cam
Antons, Ashley Milburn, Madelyne Tremain (Oct. 23).
BAPTISM ANNIVERSARY: Today we celebrate the Baptism Anniversary of Tatum Timothy Crocker who
was received into God’s family through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism on October 25, 2020. We pray for
God’s richest blessings on Tatum and his family.
"TELLING OUR STORY": The congregation is asked to attend a special coffee hour in the Parish Hall this
morning following worship. As part of the Call Process in our search for a new congregational leader, the
Call Committee is seeking your input about what characteristics we have and what you would consider
significant traits for a new leader. Your input will be used to create a video that will be seen by Call
Candidates and will be titled "Telling Our Story." The Call Committee will be directing our activities for
these events. This is your opportunity to assist with our search for a new congregational leader!
AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH, FILLEY is seeking a part-time church office secretary. Approximately
four hours per week. Job Description: Working with Pastor and Church Council, format and run weekly
Sunday church bulletins, maintain and file church records. Skills: Microsoft Office (Word, Excel). No set
office hours, but weekly church bulletin will need to be prepared by every Thursday. No benefits (health
insurance, pension, retirement). If interested, contact Dave Norton (402-520-3555) or Virgil Jobman (402310-6339).
SECOND ANNUAL FOOD DRIVE: The council is asking all members to participate in the Thanksgiving
Food Drive Challenge again this year. The kickoff is October 24. Please check your November Newsletter
for the calendar of food items that we will be gathering. You can bring all your items to church on
November 21 or before - we will display all the items donated and then deliver them to the Community
Food Pantry for distribution to those in need. If you need a calendar page, there are extras in the back of
church. Thank you for participating in this ministry!

SUNMART RECEIPTS: Thanks to everyone who has been saving their SunMart receipts!
SunMart/Spartan Nash Co. supports a fundraising program called “Support Our Schools and Churches.”
All you have to do is save your SunMart cash register receipt tapes and put them in the box in the
Fellowship Hall (or give to a council person). When we have collected $150,000 in receipt tapes Spartan
Nash Company awards us a check for $1000. We have reached our goal of $150,000 two times so far and
are starting over again with a balance of about $29,000.00. You can also ask your check-out person if
they have any extra receipts. They save the ones that people don’t want and give them out – first come,
first serve. Thank you to everyone who is helping with this ministry!
AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH WEBSITE: You can find our church website at
www.filleylutheranchurch.com or by scanning this QR code:
BULLETIN ITEMS are due by Tuesday evenings.

Please call Sandy or email her at smahleris@gmail.com.

BULLETINS EACH WEEK CAN BE FOUND on our website, filleylutheranchurch.com. Bulletins are also
being sent out by email to everyone that we have an email address for. If you are not receiving the
bulletin by email and would like it, please email Sandy at smahleris@gmail.com with your email address.
WORSHIP HELPERS:
Transitional Minister – Pastor Jonathan Jensen, 402-768-3665
Council – Dave Norton-President (402-520-3555), Virgil Jobman-Vice President (402-310-6339), Carol
Frerichs-Secretary (402-223-7919), Brenda Hippen-Treasurer (402-688-4466), Linda Searcey-at large
(402-223-8237).
Reader – Jolene Huls
Acolyte: Cashton & Colter Steinacher
PowerPoint Preparer/Presenter – Brenda Hippen
Audio/Video – Norm Flesner
Accompanist: Sarah Harder
Fellowship: Jane Young

