AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH
305 Livingston St, Filley, NE
Pastor LuRae Hallstrom

SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT
December 6, 2020
PLEASE MAINTAIN SOCIAL DISTANCING.
Radio frequency will be announced.
Facebook @ American Lutheran Church - Filley, NE
Financial contributions can be brought to Sunday morning worship or can be forwarded to American Lutheran
Church, P.O. Box 66, Filley, NE 68357. You may also do on-line giving at www.filleylutheranchurch.com.

RINGING OF THE BELL
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS
We gather together in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
CALL TO WORSHIP (Inspired by Matthew 3:1-12, Mark 1:3, Isaiah 40:3)
P: We come to prepare the way;
C: The way for Christ –
P: the hope of Christ, the peace of Christ –
C: to enter our world, to enter our hearts.
P: We cry out together in the wilderness:
C: The kingdom of heaven has come near.
P: We come to be part of the light–
C: the light that shines in the darkness.

~ written by Joanna Harader, and posted on Spacious Faith. http://spaciousfaith.com/ Used by permission.

ADVENT CANDLELIGHTING LITANY – THE CANDLE OF PEACE
P: As we light our advent candle, we thank you for the peace you give.
C: As we prepare for Christmas time, Light of the world, shine on us.
P: In our lives of confusion and stress, bring peace to our hearts.
C: To all the people who don't know you, Light of the world, shine through us.
(the second Advent candle is lit)
P: In this world of pain and darkness, help us to share the peace you give.
C: In our service here today, Light of the world, light the way.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins,
God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
(silence for reflection and self-examination)
P: Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the

sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake forgives us all our sins. As
a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you
the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY:
P: Let us pray…
C: Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming strengthen us to

serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
(Children are excused to go downstairs for Sunday School.)
FIRST READING: Isaiah 40:1-11
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has
served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her
sins. A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a
highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the
uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be
revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”
A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass, their constancy is like the
flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it;
surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand
forever. Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!”
See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his
recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and
carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.
GOSPEL: Mark 1:1-8
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; the voice of one crying out
in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’ ” John the baptizer appeared
in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the
whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by
him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather
belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I
have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
MESSAGE
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HYMN OF THE DAY: “Let There Be Peace on Earth”
(Words printed for meditation/reflection only - no singing.)
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me, Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was
meant to be. With God our Creator, His children all are we. Let us walk with each other, in perfect
harmony.
Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now. With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow:
to take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally. Let there be peace on earth, and let it
begin with me!
“Let There Be Peace On Earth,” words and music by Jill Jackson/Sy Miller. ©1955. Renewed 1983 Jan - Lee Music. Copyrighted alternate lyric. Used by permission. CCLI License
#2452533.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his
only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third
day he rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
P: God of power and might, comfort your people and come quickly to this weary world. Hear our
prayers for everyone in need.
Faithful God, you teach us to wait for you with faithfulness and patience. Sustain and support us in our
doubts and questions. Nurture our faith as we discern and enact your mission. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
P: Loving God, you set the stars in the sky and breathe life into the earth. Renew the face of creation
where it is in need of your healing touch. Mend the wounds of environmental damage and restore
balance to ecosystems so that all creation can declare your praise. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
P: Steadfast God, you never tire of seeking justice. Where people suffer from discrimination, judgment,
and injustice, speak words of truth and comfort. Lead us toward a world where faithfulness will sprout
underfoot and righteousness rain down from above. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
P: Leading God, you ask us to make uneven ground smooth. Make even the disparities between your
people. Sustain and support people with physical and intellectual disabilities. Accompany disability
advocates who work for a world accessible to all. Teach us to celebrate the great diversity in our midst.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
P: Tender God, you know sorrow and joy alike. We pray for those in our families and congregation who
are not joyful in this holiday season. Comfort those who grieve, be a companion to all who are lonely,
tend those who are sick or struggling with depression, and gather all people in your healing embrace.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
P: Eternal God, we give thanks for the saints who have prepared your way in the wilderness and taught
us to continue their faithful work. Make their generous lives an example for all. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
P: Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right…
join their unending hymn:
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might: Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave
it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
THE DISTRIBUTION
As Pastor says: "The body of Christ, given for you", you are invited to eat the bread.
As Pastor says, "The blood of Christ, shed for you", you are invited to drink the grape juice.
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P: Let us pray.
All: Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those whom you have
fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
BENEDICTION
P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. May his face shine upon you with grace and mercy. May He
look upon you with favor and grant you peace. In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
SENDING
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

*****

Permission to reprint/podcast/stream portions of this service obtained from One License with license #A-724367, CCLI with license #2497574 and Augsburg
Fortress License #13855-L. Excerpts of this service are taken by permission from “Worship Resources, Making it Work in the Parish” by Rev. Jerry Nelson.
Advent Candlelighting Litany — written by Rev. Abi, on her Rev-o-lution website. Used by permission.

*****
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP! It’s wonderful to gather as the body of Christ to worship and give thanks to
God! Thanks be to God for all of you here in person, in the parking lot and on-line!
REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Elva Parde, Mindy Jurgens, Betty Leners, Henry & Ann Lenners,
Delores Baehr, Dustin Fritch, our shut-ins.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Taven Borcher (Dec. 7), Jeff Kleine (Dec. 8), Brooklyn Meints, Jacob Waldron (Dec.
9), Eugene Lenners (Dec. 11).
HAPPY WEDDING ANNIVERSARY to Ray & Ginger Boevink (12-11-11).
AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH has a brand new "Chromebook" for sale, purchased in September. Paid
$299 and would sell for $275. Contact a council member if interested.
SUNDAY SCHOOL: Sunday School begins each Sunday after the Children's Sermon and is held from
approximately 9:45-10:30 a.m. Classes will be divided between Preschool-1st grade and Second-Fifth
grade. We are looking for two teachers for each Sunday and would prefer to have parents of
students. Please sign the sheet in the narthex for the Sundays that you are willing to help.
CONFIRMATION STUDENTS - Please send your weekly November sermon notes either
to: norton_dan@yahoo.com or American Lutheran Church, P.O. Box 66, Filley, NE 68357.
HELP NEEDED: We have quilt blocks downstairs on the table in the Fellowship for people who are willing
to sew them together. Thank you for your ministry!
CHRISTIAN BOOKS can be found downstairs on tables in the Fellowship Hall. Feel free to borrow one
or more - there is no rush to return them.
AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH WEBSITE: You can find our church website at
www.filleylutheranchurch.com or by scanning this QR code:
BULLETIN ITEMS are due by Tuesday evenings. Please call Sandy or email her at
smahleris@gmail.com.
BULLETINS EACH WEEK CAN BE FOUND on Facebook and on our website, filleylutheranchurch.com.
Bulletins are also being sent out by email to everyone that we have an email address for. If you are not
receiving the bulletin by email and would like it, please email Sandy at smahleris@gmail.com with your
email address.
WORSHIP HELPERS:
Council - Norm Flesner, Tanner Schmidt, Carol Frerichs, Dave Norton, Linda Searcey
PowerPoint Preparer/Presenter – Brenda Hippen
Audio/Video – Brad Frerichs
Accompanist – Sandy Mahler
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