AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH
305 Livingston St, Filley, NE
Pastor LuRae Hallstrom

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT
December 20, 2020
PLEASE MAINTAIN SOCIAL DISTANCING.
Parking lot – service can be heard on radio station 107.1 FM. Facebook @ American Lutheran Church - Filley, NE.
Financial contributions can be brought to Sunday morning worship or can be forwarded to American Lutheran
Church, P.O. Box 66, Filley, NE 68357. You may also do on-line giving at www.filleylutheranchurch.com.

RINGING OF THE BELL
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS
We gather together in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
CALL TO WORSHIP
46And Mary said, "My soul magnifies the Lord,
47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will
call me blessed;
49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name.
50His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.
51He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly;
53he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty.
54He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy,
55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants
forever."
ADVENT CANDLELIGHTING LITANY – THE CANDLE OF JOY
P: As we light our advent candle we thank you for the joy you give.
C: As we prepare for Christmas time, Light of the world, shine on us.
P: In the midst of sorrow bring joy to our hearts.
C: To all the people who don't know you, Light of the world, shine through us.
(the third Advent candle is lit)
P: In this world of pain and darkness, help us to find joy in serving you.
C: In our service here today, Light of the world, light the way.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins,
God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
(silence for reflection and self-examination)
P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake forgives us all our sins. As
a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you
the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY:
P: Let us pray…
C: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin

that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear your redeeming love to all the world, for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
(Children are excused to go downstairs for Sunday School.)
FIRST READING: II Samuel 7:1-11, 16
1Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all his enemies
around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, "See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark
of God stays in a tent." 3Nathan said to the king, "Go, do all that you have in mind; for the LORD is with
you." 4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 5Go and tell my servant David: Thus
says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 6I have not lived in a house since the day I
brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a
tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with
any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, "Why have
you not built me a house of cedar?" 8Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says
the LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people
Israel; 9and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before
you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will
appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be
disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I
appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the
LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. 16Your house and your kingdom shall be
made sure forever before me; your throne shall be established forever.
GOSPEL: Luke 1:26-38
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28And he
came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." 29But she was much perplexed by
his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid,
Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the
Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." 34Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am
a virgin?" 35The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And
now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her
who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God." 38Then Mary said, "Here am I,
the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then the angel departed from her.
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MESSAGE

Pastor LuRae Hallstrom

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Emmanuel”
(Words printed for meditation/reflection only - no singing.)

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, His name is called Emmanuel. God is with us, revealed in us. His name is called
Emmanuel. (repeat)
Words and music by Bob McGee. CCLI Song #12949. ©1976 C.A. Music. Used by permission. CCLI License #2452533.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his
only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third
day he rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
P: God of power and might, fulfill your promise and come quickly to this weary world. Hear our prayers
for everyone in need.
Gracious God, all generations call you blessed. In this holy season we pray for our neighbors of other
denominations and faiths. Inspire the faith of their people. Cultivate understanding among us and
strengthen us in love and service to our community. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: Creator God, you scatter the proud. Everything we have belongs first to you. Bless and protect the
seas, mountains, plains, forests, skies, and soils that surround us. Give us humility as we tend them.
Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: Righteous God, you humble the powerful and lift up the lowly. We pray for the leaders of all nations,
that they amplify the voices of people in need. Guide all people entrusted with leadership, to create
societies in which everyone can flourish. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: Compassionate God, you fill the hungry with good things and send the rich away empty. Nourish
those who lack access to adequate food and nutrition. Bless the work of advocates, community
organizers, and food pantries. Encourage others to provide for their neighbors in need. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: Healing God, you pour out mercy to all who cry out to you. Surround everyone in need of healing in
body, mind, or spirit with your tender presence. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: Eternal God, you are faithful to the promises you made to our forebears. We give thanks for the
ministry of Katharina von Bora Luther and other ancestors who organized, planned, dreamed,
encouraged, and reached out as they served you. We give thanks for the bold leadership of female
leaders in our own time. Inspire others with their steadfast witness. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
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P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right…
join their unending hymn:
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might: Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave
it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
THE DISTRIBUTION
As Pastor says: "The body of Christ, given for you", you are invited to eat the bread.
As Pastor says, "The blood of Christ, shed for you", you are invited to drink the grape juice.
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P: Let us pray.
All: Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those whom you have
fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
BENEDICTION
P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. May his face shine upon you with grace and mercy. May He
look upon you with favor and grant you peace. In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
SENDING
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

*****

Permission to reprint/podcast/stream portions of this service obtained from One License with license #A-724367, CCLI with license #2497574 and Augsburg
Fortress License #13855-L. Excerpts of this service are taken by permission from “Worship Resources, Making it Work in the Parish” by Rev. Jerry Nelson.
Advent Candlelighting Litany — written by Rev. Abi, on her Rev-o-lution website. Used by permission.

*****

WELCOME TO WORSHIP! It’s wonderful to gather as the body of Christ to worship and give thanks to
God! Thanks be to God for all of you here in person, in the parking lot and on-line!

4

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Brian Sasse, Elva Parde, Mindy Jurgens, Betty Leners, Henry & Ann
Lenners, Delores Baehr, Dustin Fritch, our shut-ins.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Ashley Peterson (Dec. 20), Tyler Harms, Kyle Knoche (Dec. 21), Ross Kaufman
(Dec. 22), Jaxon Hill (Dec. 23).
CHRISTMAS EVE: Please join us on a Christmas Journey at American Lutheran Church, Thursday,
December 24, at 4:30 p.m. Come early for hot cocoa, cookies and a great parking spot.
Sit back in your cars while you tune your radio stations to 107.1 to hear the story of the journey taken so
long ago as you watch the LIVE NATIVITY take place. Individually wrapped cookies and hot cocoa will be
provided and individual candles will be provided for the vigil, but please provide your own
lighter. Individual Communion elements will be given to those who wish to receive it.
WE WISH TO THANK YOU for your prayers, phone calls and words of encouragement. I strongly believe
in the power of prayer!!!!! May the Lord bless you all with peace and strength! Always remember to
pray! In Christ's Love, Delores and Arnold Baehr
AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH has a brand new "Chromebook" for sale, purchased in September. Paid
$299 and would sell for $275. Contact a council member if interested.
SUNDAY SCHOOL: Sunday School begins each Sunday after the Children's Sermon and is held from
approximately 9:45-10:30 a.m. Classes will be divided between Preschool-1st grade and Second-Fifth
grade. We are looking for two teachers for each Sunday and would prefer to have parents of
students. Please sign the sheet in the narthex for the Sundays that you are willing to help.
THERE WILL BE NO SUNDAY SCHOOL on December 27 and January 3.
THANK YOU for your generous $200 donation to Lincoln Medical Education Partnership(LMEP)! Your
support helps our patients who are currently struggling to find joy in this Christmas season. Please know
that your support will touch lives of many families and children in our community. Thank you and Merry
Christmas to you and yours. On behalf of LMEP, Kathy Harper
HELP NEEDED: We have quilt blocks downstairs on the table in the Fellowship for people who are willing
to sew them together. Thank you for your ministry!
CHRISTIAN BOOKS can be found downstairs on tables in the Fellowship Hall. Feel free to borrow one or
more - there is no rush to return them.
AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH WEBSITE: You can find our church website at
www.filleylutheranchurch.com or by scanning this QR code:
BULLETIN ITEMS are due by Tuesday evenings. Please call Sandy or email her at
smahleris@gmail.com.
BULLETINS EACH WEEK CAN BE FOUND on Facebook and on our website, filleylutheranchurch.com.
Bulletins are also being sent out by email to everyone that we have an email address for. If you are not
receiving the bulletin by email and would like it, please email Sandy at smahleris@gmail.com with your
email address.
WORSHIP HELPERS:
Council - Norm Flesner, Tanner Schmidt, Carol Frerichs, Dave Norton, Linda Searcey
PowerPoint Preparer/Presenter – Brenda Hippen
Audio/Video – Brad Frerichs
Accompanist – Carlyne Wolken
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