Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 4, 2022
American Lutheran Church, Filley, Nebraska
Rev. Jonathan Jensen, Transitional Minister, 402-768-366
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS
P: We gather together in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 1)
P: Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, or take the path that sinners tread, or sit in the seat
of scoffers;
C: but their delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law they meditate day and night.
P: They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves do not
wither. In all that they do, they prosper.
C: The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away.
P: Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous;
C: for the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish.
GATHERING HYMN: “Beautiful Savior” #518 LBW vv. 1-3
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the
thought of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify
Your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is
faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
P: Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called
and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY:
P: Let us pray…
C: Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our works, begun, continued,
and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 30:15-20
15See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16If you obey the commandments of
the LORD your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the LORD your God, walking in his ways, and
observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and
the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. 17But if your heart turns away and
you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, 18I declare to you today that you
shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call heaven
and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so
that you and your descendants may live, 20loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that

means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors,
to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.

SECOND READING: Philemon 1-21
1Paul,

a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, 2to Apphia
our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church in your house: 3Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God 5because I hear of
your love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. 6I pray that the sharing of your faith may become
effective when you perceive all the good that we may do for Christ. 7I have indeed received much joy and
encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my brother.
8For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, 9yet I would rather appeal to
you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10I am
appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment. 11Formerly he was
useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both to you and to me. 12I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to
you. 13I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be of service to me in your place during my imprisonment for
the gospel; 14but I preferred to do nothing without your consent, in order that your good deed might be voluntary
and not something forced. 15Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so that you might
have him back forever, 16no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother—especially to me but how
much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 17So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you
would welcome me. 18If he has wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. 19I, Paul,
am writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own self. 20Yes,
brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. 21Confident of your obedience, I
am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (Noisy offering is taken at this time.)
GOSPEL: Luke 14:25-33
25Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus;] and he turned and said to them, 26“Whoever comes to me and does
not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my
disciple. 27Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28For which of you, intending to
build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete
it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule
him, 30saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31Or what king, going out to wage war against
another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who
comes against him with twenty thousand? 32If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a
delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 33So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up
all your possessions.”
MESSAGE
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HYMN OF THE DAY: “Take My Life, that I May Be” #406
Offerings will be received at this time.
OFFERING PRAYER
P: Merciful Father,
C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us, ourselves, our time, and our
possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son,
our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he
rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
P: As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our prayers for the church,
those in need, and all of God’s good creation.
A brief silence.
P: We pray for the church around the world and for the mission of the gospel. Refresh the hearts of your people,
deepen our understanding of every good thing we share, and strengthen our partnerships in the faith. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
P: For the well-being of the earth and all its creatures: for trees and forests, for all that will yield fruit this season,
and for streams and other bodies of water. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
P: For the nations and those in authority: for the elected leaders of our towns, states, and country, and for
international organizations. Grant wisdom to those who govern and raise up citizens who make decisions in the
best interest of their neighbors. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
P: For all in need: for those who suffer from disease, who struggle with homelessness or food insecurity, for those
whose family life is difficult, and for all in this community who need your care. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
P: For this community of faith: for all our labors—begun, continued, and ended in you—that they glorify your holy
name. Bless your people with the strength to live into their many vocations for the sake of the world. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
P: We give thanks for the saints who now rest from their labors. Give us faith, like them, to love you with all our
hearts, and by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer these and all our prayers to
you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C: Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord,
holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who rose beyond the bounds of death and, on this day, as he had promised,
poured out your Spirit of life and power upon the chosen disciples. At this the whole earth exults in boundless joy.
And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
All: (sung) Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might: Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna.
Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the
highest.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after
supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
THE DISTRIBUTION
COMMUNION HYMNS; “Lamb of God”, p.72, “Now We Join in Celebration” #203 LBW, “Now the Silence” #205 LBW

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P: Let us pray.
All: God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for the journey.
Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen.
BENEDICTION
P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. May his face shine upon you with grace and mercy. May He look upon
you with favor and grant you peace. In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
SENDING HYMN: “Battle Hymn of the Republic: #332 LBW vv. 1-2
SENDING
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!
*****
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*****
WELCOME TO WORSHIP! It’s wonderful to gather as the body of Christ to worship and give thanks to God!
Thanks be to God for all of you here! If you are a visitor, please sign the guest book and feel welcome to come
again. You are invited to come downstairs for refreshments and fellowship following worship.
REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Eugene Lenners, DeeAnn Schmidt, Helen Fritzen and our shut-ins.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Helen Fritzen (Sept. 5). Lacey Hill, Brandon Jensen (Sept. 8), Jesse Farmer (Sept. 10).
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY to John & Lisa Sanders (Sept. 6, 2003), Randy & DeeAnn Schmidt (Sept. 10, 1983).

SPECIAL BIRTHDAY GREETINGS to Helen Fritzen who will celebrate her 93rd birthday on Sept. 5. God’s richest
blessings be with you!
ALC CONTACT LIST: The church contact list book has been printed. We ask that there be a limit of one per
household. If for any reason you did not get one and would like to have one, please let Jolene Huls or Pat Jobman
know. If you notice any changes or corrections, please let a council person know and an update page will be added.
Thank you everyone for making this happen!
SEPTEMBER THRIVENT ACTION PROJECT is to help stock Beatrice Southeast Community College Food Pantry.
Please place items on the table downstairs. Remember these college kids could be your own – your neighbor – or
your grandkids. Let’s fill some sacks!! Suggestions: Noodles, rice, ramen, mac & cheese, tuna/chicken helper,
canned tuna/chicken, pop tarts, cereal, oatmeal, granola bars, soup, crackers, peanut butter, ketchup, salt & pepper,
bottled water, small packets dried milk, toiletry items, laundry soap. Project is sponsored by Susan Frerichs.
WELCA will be meeting Sept. 7, at 9:30 a.m. Bible study is by Sandy Flesner on Miriam. Hostess is Betty Norton.
THE COMMUNITY FOOD PANTRY is very low on food and monetary donations. Please place these items in the
grocery cart downstairs. Suggestions: peanut butter/jelly, pancake mix, syrup, sugar, flour, laundry and dish soap,
bar soap, shampoo, toothbrushes, toothpaste, all canned fruit or vegetables, hamburger, tuna, chicken helpers,
ketchup, mayo, mustard, vegetable oil, crackers, healthy kids snacks.

RALLY SUNDAY – Sunday, September 11, at American Lutheran Church. There will be Recognition of Little Lambs
and Presentation of Bibles to Kindergarten & 3rd graders at the 9:30 a.m. worship service and then at 10:30 a.m.
join in the fun with games! Hamburgers, hotdogs and trimmings will be provided for everyone at the 11 a.m. meal.
The only thing you need to bring is yourself!
BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS will take place on Sunday, September 11, as we celebrate and bless this new
year. Students, preschool through adult, bring your backpacks, bookbags, or lunch boxes to worship. The
service will lift up children and students of all ages, dedicating them to God's glory as we begin a new school
year. Teachers, aides, secretaries, cooks, librarians, janitors, bus drivers, etc., come to church to be blessed,
affirmed in your vocation and encouraged as you serve children and families in your daily work! Invite your
family and friends!
SUNMART RECEIPTS: Thanks to everyone who has been saving their SunMart receipts! SunMart/Spartan Nash
Co. supports a fundraising program called “Support Our Schools and Churches.” All you have to do is save your
SunMart cash register receipt tapes and put them in the box in the Fellowship Hall (or give to a council person).
When we have collected $150,000 in receipt tapes Spartan Nash Company awards us a check for $1000. We have
reached our goal of $150,000 three times so far and are starting over again with a balance of about $112,000.00.
You can also ask your check-out person if they have any extra receipts. They save the ones that people don’t want
and give them out – first come, first serve. Thank you to everyone who is helping with this ministry!
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER If anyone would like something published in the monthly newsletter email Dave Norton
at norton_dan@yahoo.com by the third Sunday of the month.
AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH WEBSITE: You can find our church website at
www.filleylutheranchurch.com or by scanning this QR code:
BULLETIN ITEMS are due by Tuesday evenings. Please call Brenda Hippen or email her at
filleylutheranchurch@gmail.com
BULLETINS EACH WEEK CAN BE FOUND on our website, filleylutheranchurch.com. Bulletins are also being sent
out by email to everyone that we have an email address for. If you are not receiving the bulletin by email and
would like it, please email Brenda at filleylutheranchurch@gmail.com with your email address.
WORSHIP HELPERS
Transitional Minister – Pastor Jonathan Jensen, 402-768-3665
Council – Virgil Jobman – President (402-310-6339), Stanley Fritzen – Vice President (402-239-2254), Linda
Searcey – (402-223-8237), Brenda Hippen- Treasurer (402-688-4466), Ross Kaufman – at large (402-239-7845).
Reader: Virgil Jobman Next Week: Danelle Lenners
PowerPoint Preparer/Presenter – Brenda Hippen/DeeAnn Schmidt Next Week: Brenda Hippen
Audio/Video: Randy Schmidt Next Week:
Accompanist: Sandy Mahler Next Week: Sandy Mahler
Fellowship: Ross & Lodene Kaufman Next Week: Glenda VanEperen

